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HACKERMOMS AND THEIR FAMILIES
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... and sexy snaps, ice cream treats, Mission pan dulce, Chinatown foodies, Bayview martial arts, 
a gay sports bar, and more. Our 2013 Small Business Awards celebrate SF’s creative entrepreneurship PAGE 15
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THE 8 WASH SHIT SHOW CONTINUES
The supervisors held a hearing May 9 to look into the ongoing shit show at 8 
Washington — and we do mean a shit show. Turns out the ground where heavy 
equipment would be drilling and pile-driving and excavating is just a few feet from 
a sewage main that drains about a quarter of the toilets in the city. And it’s not clear 
how, exactly, the developer is going to construct 134 ultra-luxury condos without 
risking a rupture — nor is it clear who would pay to clean 
up the mess. If it happens during construction, of 
course, Simon Snellgrove, the man behind the 8 
Wash plan, would get the tab — but if the huge new 
project renders the soil unstable, or an earthquake 
(imagine that happening here!) and the subsequent 
shift of condo-project foundations rips the line open, 
and more than 200 million gallons of nasti-
ness starts pouring out? Oh, now Snellgrove 
is off the hook, and it’s on the condo own-
ers. In other words, as Sup. David Chiu 
put it, Snellgrove “can make half a bil-
lion dollars and walk away.” Shit.

EXPLORATORIUM IS COOLER THAN EVER
We’ve long-loved the Exploratorium and were already excited to see it in its 
new waterfront location. Maybe we were helped by the cocktails available 
during the adults-only sessions on Thursday evenings, but it exceeded 
even our high expectations. Pier 15 has been beautifully redone, inside 
and out, with great views of the Bay Bridge’s Bay Lights exhibit. And that 
spacious, elegant hall is filled with the familiar exhibits we’ve always loved 
and some compelling new ones unique to the site, such as water tubes dis-
playing hourly tide levels on the bay for the day. We spent three hours there 
and barely scratched the surface.

TAKING FLIGHT
A rainbow array of butterflies 
returns to the Conservatory of 
Flowers with the “Butterflies and 
Blooms” exhibit, and lepidopter-
ists’ hearts are all a-flutter. You 
can walk amid clouds of the pretty 
things — red admirals, western 
swallowtails, magnificent mon-
archs (of course), and even a few 
giant moths — winging their way 
through dazzling blooms in a por-
tion of the Conservatory’s gorgeous 
structure until October 20. www.
conservatoryofflowers.org

iCHEAT
Since Mayor Ed Lee has decided 
that tech companies are the future 
of San Francisco, it’s nice to note 
that these outfits are often no bet-
ter than the cheating robber barons 
of old — or the modern Leone 
Helmsleys. The Campaign for 
America’s Future notes that Apple 
Computer dodged a $9.2 billion tax 
bill that would have been enough 
to cover most of the sequester cuts 
this spring. Notes Isaiah Poole: 
“Apple makes great products, but 
the obscenity of its use of the tax 
code to avoid paying its fair share 
for the functions of government 
that make its success possible is 
only exceeded by the tax code itself 
and the nexus of ideology and cor-
porate greed that created it.”

WHAT ON EARTH?
If you want to get really freaked 
out about what humans are 
doing to the planet, check 
out the new Google/Time 
Magazine Timelapse project. 
Using government satellite 
photos from the past two 
decades, the project lets you 
see how the geophysical land-
scape is changing: how the 
desert in Saudi Arabia is now 
blooming thanks to imported 
water, how the Amazon rain-
forest is getting denuded, how 
urban sprawl has transformed 
Las Vegas — and how the 
Columbia Glacier in Alaska is 
disappearing. These things 
are, of course, all related. And 
for all the talk of riding bikes 
to stop global warming, the 
Timelapse Project shows you 
just want a daunting task we 
face if we want to save the 
Earth. time.com/timelapse.

INTELLIGENCE 
POLITICAL ALERTS

WEDNESDAY 15
BIKE RIDE FOR FALLEN CYCLISTS

Justin Herman Plaza, SF. ramona.
wheelright@gmail.
com. tinyurl.com/
bq623vg. 6:30pm, 
free. On the third 
Wednesday of May 
each year, the Ride 
of Silence is held 
in cities through-
out the world to 
honor cyclists 
injured or killed 
while riding. The ride is also 
intended to advocate for safe streets for 
all users. The San Francisco 2013 con-
tingent will visit nine locations, where 
ten bicyclists have been killed since 
2001, to honor their memories.

THURSDAY 16
SPORTSWRITER DAVE ZIRIN 
IN CONVERSATION WITH KALW’S 
ROSE AGUILAR
Mission Cultural Center for Latino Arts, 
2868 Mission, SF. tinyurl.com/cyujal2. 
7pm, $10. The Center for Political 
Education and Solespace present Rose 
Aguilar, the host of KALW’s “Your Call,” 
in a special on-stage discussion with 
noted author Dave Zirin, who writes 
regularly for The Nation and whose 
commentaries decode the political 
messages and messaging embedded 
in sports. This the only chance to catch 
Zirin in SF; he’ll appear a second time 
on May 17 in Oakland.

SATURDAY 18
YOGATHON TO RAISE AWARENESS 
OF HIV
Madison Square Park, 849 Madison, 
Oakl. asianhealthservices.org/0518/ 
8:30am-1pm, $10. Join Asian Health 
Services’ HIV/AIDS program for its 
Fourth Annual Strike a Pose! Yogathon, 
held in observance of National 
Asian and Pacific Islander (API) HIV 
Awareness Day. The event was created 
to raise awareness and resources for 
HIV/AIDS prevention within the Asian 
American, Native Hawaiian, and Pacific 
Islander (AANHPI) community in 
Alameda County.
BAY AREA DEBTORS’ ASSEMBLY
Unite Here, Local 2, 209 Golden Gate, 
SF. strike-debt-bay-area.tumblr.com. 
(415) 568-6037. 2-5pm, free. Strike 
Debt Bay Area, a local chapter of an 
international movement formed to 
resist unjust debt, will host its second 
Debtors’ Assembly, with the goal of 
rethinking debt as a platform for collec-
tive resistance and action. Come to the 
Assembly to learn about tools for escap-
ing debt, sharing resources, skills and 
experiences, and brainstorming.

MONDAY 20
EVE ENSLER READS FROM HER MEMOIR
First Congregational Church, 2501 
Harrison, Oakl. tinyurl.com/brcvovn. 
7:30pm, $35 advance / $38 door. 
KPFA Radio, Code Pink and Pegasus 
Books present “Eve Ensler: In the 
Body of the World,” hosted by Erica 
Bridgeman. Internationally renowned 
playwright, activist and author Eve 
Ensler is the founder of V-Day, the glob-
al movement to end violence against 
women and girls. Ensler will discuss her 
memoir, In the Body of the World, 
taking readers through her personal 
history of sexual abuse, her travels to 
the Congo, her diagnosis with cervical 
cancer, and her reflections on the resil-
ience of humanity.

SAVE ESTA NOCHE!
The city’s only (official) Latin gay bar 
owes the city $7,000 and may have to 
close if it can’t cough it up in the next 
two weeks. It’s all due to a silly technical-
ity: Last year, the Board of Supes passed 
widely supported legislation designed 
to make it easier for bars and clubs to 
pay their licensing fees. But there was 
a catch no one properly understood: 
bars would now have to pay all fees for the year in one large 
lump sum. Supervisor David Campos is working to change 
this, but it may be to late for the fantastic characters 
of this beloved bar. So his office is helping organize a 
big time fundraiser at the bar on May 18 — assisted 
by an all-star cast including Heklina, Anna Conda, 
Per Sia (pictured), Brown Amy, and DJs Carnita 
and Taco Tuesday. More info here: www.indiegogo.
com/projects/save-esta-noche

WALL STREET’S 
SCARY MONSTER
We aren’t lawyers, much less 
judges, so we can’t say exactly 

how City Attorney Dennis 
Herrera’s lawsuit against 
Monster Beverage is going 
to turn out. He’s accusing 

the company of market-
ing its uber-caffeinated 

(and we must say, rather 
nasty) drinks to minors, 

one of whom died of heart 
failure in 2011 after downing two 
cans. But we do know this: The 
stock market is on Herrera’s side. 
After Monster tried to sue pre-emp-
tively to stop Herrera, and he sued 
back, the price of Monster stock 
started slipping. Thestreet.com 
calls Monster’s response to the 
legal fight one of the “Five Dumbest 
Things on Wall Street This Week.”

POT BY THE RULES
We are not fans of the state 
Supreme Court ruling that says 
cities can ban medical mari-
juana dispensaries. The voters 
of California have ruled that pot 
has a role as medicine, and large 
numbers of doctors (and patients) 
agree. So it’s legal — but some 
people can’t buy it without leaving 
town and driving a long way, since 
some backwards city officials still 
fear the devil weed. But there’s a 
dark green lining in this pungent 
cloud: The mayors of some of the 
largest cities are asking the state 
Legislature to develop regulations 
for dispensaries — rules that would 
be easier to apply all over and that 
might undo some of the modern 
reefer madness. Assemblymember 
Tom Ammiano’s got a bill to do just 
that, and this will be a big boost.

MALASPINA 
GLACIER
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Herrera’s lawsuit against 
Monster Beverage is going 
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risking a rupture — nor is it clear who would pay to clean 
up the mess. If it happens during construction, of 
course, Simon Snellgrove, the man behind the 8 
Wash plan, would get the tab — but if the huge new 
project renders the soil unstable, or an earthquake 
(imagine that happening here!) and the subsequent 
shift of condo-project foundations rips the line open, 
and more than 200 million gallons of nasti-
ness starts pouring out? Oh, now Snellgrove 
is off the hook, and it’s on the condo own-
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3290 22nd Street
Mission District

415.282.2002
theprettyprettycollective.com

3200 24th Street @ S. Van Ness
415-550-7510

Mon-Fri 11AM-2AM • Sat-Sun 9AM-2AM

3200 24th Street @ S. Van Ness

CARNAVAL 
CELEBRATION!
9AM-2AM, MAY 26TH
$6 Margarita · $6 Rio Rum Punch ·
$6 Samba Sangria

Earshot EntErtainmEnt prEsEnts

“thE social” with

B siDE plaYErs
anD DJ alFiE 1 
BatEria
spinning 60s soul 45s

saturDaY night
soul partY with DJs 

lucKY, paul paul,
phEngrEn oswalD
($5 Discount in sEmi-Formal attirE)

ElBo room is locatED at
647 ValEncia nEar 17th

fri
5/17
10pm

$12 aDV
$15 Door

sat
5/18
10pm
$10

3225 22nd ST. MISSION SF CA 94110 
415-647-2888 • www.makeoutroom.com

JOIN US FOR 
HAPPY HOUR!
MONDAY - THURSDAY 

6PM - 8PM
$3 WELL

$3/$4 MICRO PINTS
$2 PABST PINTS
AGES 21 & OVER 

527 Valencia (16th) SF
casanovasf.com

BENDER’S BaR
aRtiSt of thE moNth:

GENEa BaRNES
kitchEN houRS:

tuE - fRi 6pm - 11pm • Sat 4pm - 10pm
www.BENDERSBaR.com

VALENCIA CYCLERY
1065 & 1077 Valencia (Btwn 21st & 22nd St.) • SF

SALES 415-550-6600 • REPAIRS 415-550-6601
Mon-Sat 10-6, Thur 10-7, Sun 11-5

valenciacyclery.com

Hybrid/City 
Bikes Kids Bikes

Road Bikes Mountain Bikes

sells more bikes than any 
other S.F. Bike Dealer...
there must be a reason!

SELECTION, PRICE, SERVICE!

We’ve got more 
bikes in stock & ready 

to ride than anyone 
else around!

An independent, locally owned 
and edited newspaper

“IT IS A NEWSPAPER’S DUTY TO PRINT
THE NEWS AND RAISE HELL.”
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of the Chicago Times, 1861

EDITOR AND PUBLISHER

EDITORIAL
MANAGING EDITOR
CITY EDITOR

SENIOR EDITOR, ARTS AND ENTERTAINMENT

INvESTIGATIvE PROjECTS EDITOR
CULTURE EDITOR

MUSIC EDITOR
CORRESPONDENT

COLUMNISTS
EDITOR AT LARGE 

CONTRIBUTING EDITORS

CONTRIBUTING WRITERS

INTERNS

ART
ART DIRECTOR

SECTION ILLUSTRATOR
CONTRIBUTING ARTISTS 

PRODUCTION
PRODUCTION MANAGER
ASSISTANT PRODUCTION MANAGER

BUSINESS
CONTROLLER

SALES AND MARKETING
vICE PRESIDENT Of ADvERTISING

ADvERTISING SALES MANAGER
MARkETING DIRECTOR

SENIOR ACCOUNT EXECUTIvE
SALES AND MARkETING COORDINATOR 

SALES COORDINATOR 

THE SAN FRANCISCO NEWSPAPER CO.

PRESIDENT
EXECUTIvE v.P. AND CfO
EXECUTIvE v.P. 

EDITORIAL v.P.
CIRCULATION DIRECTOR

EDITORIAL, BUSINESS
CIRCULATION 

fAX
DISPLAY/NATIONAL ADvERTISING

fAX

fOUNDERS AND CO-PUBLISHERS, 1966-2012 

THE SAN FRANCISCO BAY GUARDIAN (ISSN0036 4096) PUBLISHED 
WEEKLY EVERY WEDNESDAY BY SAN FRANCISCO NEWSPAPER CO., 
225 BUSH ST., 17TH FLOOR, SF, CA 94104. COPYRIGHT © 2012 BY 
SAN FRANCISCO NEWSPAPER CO. LLC. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. 
REPRODUCTION OR USE WITHOUT PERMISSION IS STRICTLY 
PROHIBITED. THE SAN FRANCISCO BAY GUARDIAN WAS ADJUDICATED 
NOV. 5, 1975, AS A NEWSPAPER OF GENERAL CIRCULATION IN 
SAN FRANCISCO COUNTY. NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR UNSOLICITED 
MANUSCRIPTS OR ART.

BACK ISSUES: CHECK OUR SEARCH ENGINE FOR ARCHIVES OF 
ARTICLES PUBLISHED IN 1995 OR LATER. A COMPLETE FILE OF BACK 
ISSUES CAN BE FOUND AT THE SAN FRANCISCO PUBLIC LIBRARY, 
MAIN BRANCH. BACK ISSUES ARE AVAILABLE BY MAIL FOR $5 PER 
ISSUE. ADD $2 FOR ISSUES PRIOR TO 1985. CURRENT COPIES OF THE 
GUARDIAN ARE AVAILABLE FREE OF CHARGE, LIMITED TO ONE COPY 
PER READER. ADDITIONAL COPIES OF THE CURRENT ISSUE OF THE 
GUARDIAN ARE AVAILABLE FREE AT THE GUARDIAN OFFICE, OR FOR 
$5 BY MAIL. NO PERSON MAY, WITHOUT PERMISSION OF THE GUARD-
IAN, TAKE MORE THAN ONE COPY OF EACH GUARDIAN WEEKLY ISSUE.

THE SAN FRANCISCO BAY GUARDIAN  |  SFBG.COM

http://www.valenciacyclery.com
http://www.bendersbar.com/
http://www.theprettyprettycollective.com
http://www.casanovasf.com
http://www.makeoutroom.com
http://www.elbo.com/


May 15 - 21, 2013  /  SFBG.coM    � editorialS        newS        Food + drink        the Selector        MuSic        StaGe        artS + culture        FilM        claSSiFiedS        

http://www.mybpg.com


�   SAN FRANCISCO BAY GUARDIAN 

editorials

By Johnny Koch

OPINION I hear a lot of talk, espe-
cially from my own queer com-
munity, about how “tech people” 
are ruining San Francisco. From 
skyrocketing rent prices and dis-
appearing diversity to economic 
and cultural ruination, the tech 
community has become the scape-
goat for a lot of the 
problems we 
are facing in 
the city as a 
whole. As a 
tech worker, 
I’m writing 
this to say: 
wake up and 
direct your 
anger at the 
real sources of 
these problems.

First of 
all, let’s get 
one thing 
straight. The 
vast major-
ity of “tech 
people” in 
San Francisco 
don’t make 
nearly as much 
money as you 
think they do. We are not all mak-
ing six-figure salaries, we are not 
personally driving up rent costs, 
and we are not killing the cultural 
community here. Simply put, we 
are trying to further our careers and 
make the city we call home a nicer 
place to live.

From day one of living in San 
Francisco, I’ve put blood, sweat, 
and tears into building the cultural 
community in SF (music, mostly), 
and I’ll never stop doing that. I first 
moved here with my husband in 
2006 from Indiana. I immediately 
immersed myself in the music scene 
here, forming a touring band and 
quickly becoming a booker and pro-
moter for live shows. It wasn’t until 
several years into my time here that 
I snuck my way into the tech indus-
try. Here I am, five years into my 
tenure at Bay Area music tech start-
up Thrillcall, hustling every day to 
help build music communities not 
only in SF, but across the country.

The tipping point for me, to be 
honest, was the nonsense of people 
beating up a Google bus piñata 

in the Mission, shouting epithets 
about how they’re the bane of San 
Francisco. The people that ride 
those buses are not to blame. They 
are not heading up that company, 
they don’t make millions of dollars, 
and they certainly don’t deserve the 
hatred being directed at them by 
many people here in San Francisco.

You know what is ruining San 
Francisco? Complacency. 

Apathy. Misguided hate. 
Inaction. Put some 

energy into making 
change, not sense-
less whining.

If you’re upset 
about rising rent 
costs, be angry at 
the money-hungry 
landlords that do 

absolutely 
nothing to 

put money 
back into the 
city or help 

build culture. Want 
SF prices to stop 

skyrocketing? Let’s 
organize and drive 
proposals with our 
city government. 
Upset about the 

recent sanitization of 
many of the lovely traditions and 
values of San Francisco? Get mad at 
Sup. Scott Weiner, who is actually 
supported by a lot of longtime, non-
tech residents. Want more culture, 
arts, music? Maybe try reaching out 
to people that can help in the tech 
world instead of complaining about 
everything going downhill.

We are not the companies we 
work for, however large or small. 
Corporations, for the most part, suck.

We’re not the douche bags you 
think we are. Let’s put our energy 
toward doing good, instead of just 
pointing fingers. We all know that. 
Demonizing the people that work 
for them (while contributing to this 
wonderful city) is baseless, classless, 
and makes you look like a total dick.

A great deal can be accom-
plished if people take an active 
role toward coexisting, rather than 
shouting “ENEMY!” to anyone who 
will listen. 2

Johnny Koch is promotional manager, 
artist management and site  
administrator at Thrillcall.

By tim redmond
tredmond@sfbg.com

EDITORS NOTES Jaron Lanier is 
not a Luddite. He’s one of the 
most brilliant technologists in 
the world, the virtual inventor 
of virtual reality and one of the 
first people calling for informa-
tion (and music) to be free. He 
was a tech giant when most of 
today’s tech titans were in their 
disposable diapers. So when he 
starts talking about how the 
Internet is destroying the middle 
class, everybody ought to listen.

And that’s exactly what he 
saying in his new book, Who 
Owns the Future?

Lanier is 53; he’s been 
around long enough to see some 
of the best promises our mod-
ern industrial era turn out to be 
failures or lies. He’s got a little 
perspective on things — and he’s 
not happy with what he’s seeing.

We all know American 
capitalism is a force for disrup-

tion and destruction as well 
as creativity and creation. We 
all know that industries are 
born and die. The automobile 
replaced the horse and buggy. 
And in a lot of today’s conven-
tional thinking, the tech revolu-
tion is just another step in the 
same direction.

Lanier has another perspec-
tive. The current light-speed, 
youth-driven tech economy 
has undermined the social con-
tract that has been part of the 
United States political and eco-
nomic systems since the Great 
Depression: People ought to have 
the right to job security, a decent 
wage, and the chance to have a 
family and grow old.

In an interview with Salon, 
Lanier notes:

“We don’t realize that our 
society and our democracy ulti-
mately rest on the stability of 
middle-class jobs. When I talk to 
libertarians and socialists, they 
have this weird belief that every-

body’s this abstract robot that 
won’t ever get sick or have kids 
or get old. It’s like everybody’s 
this eternal freelancer who can 
afford downtime and can self-
fund until they find their magic 
moment or something.

“The way society actually 
works is there’s some mecha-
nism of basic stability so that 
the majority of people can out-
spend the elite so we can have 
a democracy. That’s the thing 
we’re destroying, and that’s 
really the thing I’m hoping to 
preserve. So we can look at musi-
cians and artists and journal-
ists as the canaries in the coal 
mine, and is this the precedent 
that we want to follow for our 
doctors and lawyers and nurses 
and everybody else? Because 
technology will get to everybody 
eventually.”

Hey Googlers and Twitterati 
and Facebookians: You should 
listen, sometimes, to your 
elders. 2

A voice of tech-age wisdom

Tech workers 
aren’t all evil
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our democracy ultimately rests on the staBility of middle-class JoBs.guardian illustration 

by danny hellman
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Orange
Something

Celebrate Dutch culture with Orange Friday Nights at the de Young! 
Enjoy the vibrant culture of Curaçao with special music and dance 
performances, art, and cuisine from the Dutch Caribbean island. 
Plus, engage with artist Lenora Lee during a live performance of her 
latest works.
Orange Friday Nights are presented in partnership with the Consulate General of 
the Netherlands in San Francisco. 

deyoungmuseum.org/fridays
Images (clockwise from top left): Photograph by Adrian Arias; photograph by Mike Eustatius;
photograph by Justine Highsmith; photograph by Justine Highsmith; photograph by Asta Karalis; © FAMSF

Friday, May 17
6–8:45 pm

FREE EVENTS
Fees apply for special exhibitions, 

dining, and cocktails. 

FREE GENERAL ADMISSION

SUMMER
FAIRS & 

FESTIVALS

SUMMER
FAIRS & 

FESTIVALSFESTIVALS

SUMMERSUMMER
FAIRS & 

FESTIVALS

GUARDIAN
SUMMERSUMMERSUMMERSUMMERSUMMER

GUARDIANGUARDIAN
SUMMER

GUARDIAN
SUMMER

GUARDIAN

The Guardian’s Summer Guide is the go-to 
source for readers to plan their summer

calendar with festivals, fairs, music, stage, 
fi lm, dance, nightlife, and more.

Issue Date:
WEDNESDAY, MAY 22, 2013

Get ready for
the solstice with
the Guardian’s guide
to summertime fun!

Get ready forGet ready forGet ready for

Read the 
digital
version
of the 

Guardian
every week 
online at 
sfbg.com

htp://www.sfbg.com
http://www.deyoungmuseum.org/fridays


GIVING IT UP 
FOR GOOGLE
Supervisor David Chiu is calling for 
San Francisco to add to its broad-
band fiber network every time a 
contractor or utility tears up a street, 
joining other cities in expanding 
high-speed Internet capacity. It’s 
almost a no-brainer: The biggest cost 
of laying fiber is tearing up and fill-
ing the street, so if someone else is 
already doing that, the city might as 
well take advantage.

“In the 21st century, cities need 
access to affordable, high-quality 
broadband to compete economical-
ly, just as access to water, electricity, 
roads or railways was critical in the 
20th century,” Chiu said in a public 
statement. “We see other cities like 
Austin, Kansas City and Santa Clara 
making enormous strides. My pro-
posal will ensure that San Francisco 
does better in this area.”

But, of course, this is San 
Francisco, so it won’t be so simple. 
It’s going to come down to a critical 
question: Will this be a municipal 
broadband network, owned by the 
city — or will some corporation be 
allowed to take control?

Austin and Kansas City have 
opted to take the easy path and 
let Google install and control the 
system — and the results are not all 
that wonderful. The current issue 
of Harper’s Magazine explains the 
problem in a story called “Kansas 
City Gives it up for Google.”

We quote: “According to its con-
tract, Kansas City must give Google 
access to its underground conduits, 
fiber, poles, rack space, nodes, build-
ings, facilities, and available land. 
It cannot charge the company for 
‘access to or use of any city facilities 
... nor will it impose any permit and 
inspection fees.’ And what does the 
city get in return? It has no say in 
the pricing of Google’s services, nor 
can it ensure that Google will deliver 
fiber-optic service to all of the city’s 
10   SAN FRANCISCO BAY GUARDIAN EDITORIALS        NEWS        FOOD + DRINK        THE SELECTOR        MUSIC        STAGE        ARTS + CULTURE        FILM        CLASSIFIEDS        

NEWS IN THE 21ST CENTURY, CITIES NEED ACCESS 
TO AFFORDABLE, HIGH-QUALITY BROADBAND.

The battle over soccer fields at the west end of 
Golden Gate Park is apparently over: On May 
9, the California Coastal Commission upheld 
San Francisco’s plan to replace the Beach Chalet 
grass soccer fields artificial turf and high sta-
dium lights after an emotional five-hour hearing 
— but not before voicing concerns about the loss 
of natural terrain and urging the city to do wild-
life habitat restoration work on adjacent land.

The soccer project has been repeatedly 
approved by city agencies despite strong opposi-
tion from some neighbors and environmental-
ists, who say it conflicts with a local coastal 
plan that calls for that part of the park to be 
a “naturalistic” setting. Their appeal to the 
commission — which enforces the California 
Coastal Act of 1976 and regulates development 
in the coastal zone statewide — was supported 
by commission staff, giving hope to opponents.

But the dearth of playing fields in the 
city and bad conditions on this often soggy, 
gopher-ridden site drove the local approvals of 
the project, and advocates for soccer and youth 
dominated public testimony at the hearing, 
which was held in San Rafael. Supportive speak-
ers made arguments ranging from the exodus 
of families from the city to the need to combat 

youth obesity and diabetes. In a statement rang-
ing from näive to somewhat homophobic, one 
person complained that the woods surrounding 
the field are now “a fornication playground for 
gay men, a shooting gallery for drug users, and 
a toilet for the homeless.”

Sup. Scott Wiener was there to support the 
proposal. “I urge you to reject the appeal and 
allow San Francisco to manage our park sys-
tem,” he testified, adding, “San Francisco has a 
crisis in that we are losing our families and los-
ing our children.”

Former Sup. Aaron Peskin took the opposite 
position, calling the commission’s staff report 
“well-reasoned” and telling commissioners they 
have an obligation to protect coastal areas on 
behalf of all Californians: “It is the role of the 
commission not to succumb to political pressure.”

Commissioner Steve Blank made a motion 
to adopt staff recommendations and deny the 
city’s project, rejecting the various arguments 
made by supporters as irrelevant to whether 
this project complied with the Coastal Act and 
should be built so close to the ocean.

“Our review is based on the needs of 38 
million Californians. One of the reasons our 
coastline looks the way is does is because of this 

commission,” Blank said, later adding, “This 
project looks like an industrial sports facility 
which is the antithesis of a naturalistic setting.”

The commissioner who seconded his motion, 
Esther Sanchez, continued Blank’s arguments 
against the project. “Our purview is different 
than the city and county of San Francisco,” she 
said. The commission’s role is ensuring compli-
ance with the Coastal Act and LCP — which was 
developed by the city and approved by the com-
mission decades ago — and its call to “emphasize 
naturalistic land use qualities of the western part 
of the park for visitor use,” saying the city should 
use other parks if it wants artificial turf fields.

But Commissioner Steven Kinsey called for 
the commission to defer to the city process and 
argued that turf and lights don’t necessarily vio-
late the vague language in the LCP. “Grass alone 
does not make the site naturalistic,” Kinsey said, 
making a motion to approve the city’s project.

In the end, the votes for the project were 
there — but with reservations. Commissioner 
Jana Zimmer seized on a comment that SF 
Recreation and Parks Director Phil Ginsburg 
made expressing a desire to restore as a natural-
istic setting a long-neglected four-acre site next 
to Beach Chalet that used to be the city’s old 
wastewater treatment plant. He noted that $6.5 
million in the city’s last parks bond was set aside 
for habitat restoration in Golden Gate Park.

“I’d like to find a way to link the finding here 
to that requirement,” Zimmer said, asking Ginsburg 
whether he could make that commitment.

Ginsburg said that would be the top staff 
recommendation for the bond money, but that a 
public process and environmental review would be 
needed and he couldn’t make the commitment.

Foes are still bitter. Rasa Gustaitis, former 
editor of Coast and Ocean magazine and a 
veteran of Coastal Commission battles, told us 
“the fix was in way ahead.

“Longtime and bigtime political allies were 
supporting the sports-industry-style complex the 
city and the Fields Foundation are determined to 
build. The seven-acre meadow with its grass soc-
cer fields is sacrificial land, to be covered with 
toxic tire crumble and plastic. The commission 
dodged for cover.” (Steven T. Jones)

FORNICATION LOSES TO SOCCER FIELDS
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residents. Google’s offices, meeting 
spaces, and showroom are provided 
free of charge, and the city pays the 
company’s electric bill. The mayor, 
moreover, is barred from comment-
ing on Google’s activities without 
the express permission of Google.”

Chiu is building his proposal from 
a report that then-Sup. Tom Ammiano 
commissioned years ago, calling for 
the city to build a network of fiber 
as it opens up the streets. Ammiano 
wanted public control, but Chiu says 
he’s agnostic on whether that network 
is owned by San Francisco or a corpo-
ration that it might contract with.

“My legislation doesn’t dictate 
who lays the fiber, it just ensures that 
it happens,” Chiu told us, although 

he did add that he’s “more intrigued 
that it could be the public sector.”

The Harpers article discusses 
how publicly owned utilities have 
succeeded in delivering reliable, 
cost-effective services to millions 
of Americans since the 1930s when 
FDR began to use government to 
deliver electricity to rural areas that 
lacked it, drawing parallels to the 
100 million Americans now who 
lack access to high-speed Internet 
service. But the federal government 
seems to be encouraging corpora-
tions to do the work this time, and 
they’re more than happy to oblige.

“Why does Google feel so at 
home in Kansas City—rather than in, 
say, California, where the company is 

based? Why not build their first city-
wide fiber-optic network in a nearby 
community? According to Google 
vice president Milo Medin, the com-
pany has preferred to steer clear of 
such pesky statutes as the California 
Environmental Quality Act. ‘Many 
fine California city proposals ... 
were ultimately passed over in part 
because of the regulatory complex-
ity here,’ Medin told a congressional 
committee in 2011. ‘In fact, part of 
the reason we selected Kansas City 
for the Google Fiber project was 
[that] the city’s leadership and utility 
moved with efficiency and creativ-
ity in working with us to craft a real 
partnership,’ ” the article says.

Yet with Google in charge, the 

company is only guaranteeing access 
to neighborhoods where a minimum 
number of residents pre-register and 
pay for premium service, redlining 
out many African-American neigh-
borhoods and forcing community 
members to go door-to-door essen-
tially selling Google’s services.

And in the end, the corpora-
tion will make gains even if it loses 
money on the project: The data the 
search firm can collect from broad-
band users will be worth millions.

So the city gets nothing, and 
Google gets it all. Food for thought as 
San Francisco contemplates whether 
it wants to build public infrastructure 
or simply facilitate more corporate 
infrastructure. (Steven T. Jones)
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By EugEnE AlExAndEr dEy
news@sfbg.com

NEWS With my partner-in-crime 
Keith Chandler at the wheel, we’re 
driving through San Francisco on 
our way to Stanford University Law 
School for the Three Strikes Summit, 
a deeply personal topic to both of us. 
Three Strikes is partly why I served 
15 years in prison, and Stanford’s 
Three Strikes Project is a big reason 
why I was released earlier this year.

Chandler is a renowned activ-
ist, ex-lifer, and my comrade in 
the struggle to reintegrate inmates 
back into life in the outside world. I 
have become a fanatic on a mission, 
and this May 2 event will feature 
many of the top criminal justice 
players responsible for last year’s 
Three Strikes reform measure, from 
Attorney General Kamala Harris 
to San Francisco District Attorney 
George Gascon.

So the path we carve through the 
City takes us deep into the heart of 
the reform movement that changed 
my life. Change is in the air, and I’m 
following the scent back to its roots.

PoStEr child
Three Strikes as a metaphor made 
perfect sense. In the 1980s, the 
justice system was a revolving door. 
Relatively short sentences for seri-
ous and/or violent crimes were the 
norm, sentences often cut in half 
by parole. Lengthy records of arrests 
and convictions fueled a movement 
to get tough on crime.

As per usual, bad things hap-
pened. In 1993, sexual predator 
Richard Allen Davis killed Polly Klaas, 
a 12-year-old girl from Petaluma. A 
general consensus formed that repeat 
offenders needed to be punished to 
the fullest. So prison industrialists 
came up with a catchy solution: three 
strikes and you’re out. Commit three 
violent crimes, the authors sold to the 
public in 1994, and you’ll serve 25 
years to life.

However, the fine print expand-
ed the concept to any third felony 
— even crimes that would be mis-
demeanors to non-parolees — and 
California’s prisons swelled.

In many ways, I was a Three 
Strikes poster child. As a wild young-
ster in Sacramento, I was a menace. 
At 18 in 1984, I began a four-year 
spree of crimes that included armed 
robbery, assault with a deadly 
weapon, and residential burglary. For 
those transgressions, among others, I 
received a 12-year sentence in 1988.

I embraced sobriety, college, and 
writing as I served six discipline-free 
years. Back then, we had a right to 
participate in rehabilitative endeav-
ors. Effective programs like cognitive 

restructuring and life-skills classes 
might have been foreign concepts, 
but I benefitted from college, weight 
training, and family visiting.

But I was still trapped by my 
criminal thinking — plagued by my 
nefarious associations. Though I hid 
it well, I was all fucked up.

In 1994, I was paroled into a 
whole new ball game: the era of three 
strikes. As soon as the law passed, 
the horror stories began to amass. 
Guys were being struck out for steal-
ing from stores or possessing small 
amounts of drugs. California became 
the republic of the intolerant. Mired 
by myriad imperfections, I stepped up 
to the plate and swung for the fences.

A 28-year-old undergraduate 
with a range of goals, I started a 
construction company and contem-
plated graduate school. And instead 
of taking my construction company 
seriously, or even finishing my 
undergraduate education, I started 
using and selling meth — partying 
like there was no tomorrow.

In my broken way of thinking, I 
convinced myself that supplementing 
my income made perfect sense. In 
reality, it was an excuse to get high 
for free and it all fell apart. Two parole 
violations for drug cases seamlessly 
lead to a felony drug case in 1999. I 
went from baller to squalor, and hit a 
line drive right to the catcher. I struck 
out and faced a lifetime behind bars.

When my life came to an end, 
I chose to change the rules of my 
game. I found purpose by advocating 
for my demographic. As the system 
began to shift towards smart-on-
crime principles in the mid-’00s, 
I managed to shift with it. My 

two-pronged litigious and literary 
activism — a lifestyle that regularly 
put me at odds with my captors — 
morphed into rehabilitative advocacy.

As a result of voters approving 
Prop 36 last fall, my life sentence was 
lifted on March 22. The merits of my 
rehabilitative record coalesced with 
a successful one-time review. As I 
walked out of prison a week later and 
jumped into the arms of my child-
hood sweetheart, I told Charlotte, 
“Let’s get the hell out of here before 
they change their minds.”

road to rEform
After all the craziness of 15 years of 
incarceration, I have been decom-
pressing in a transitional housing 
program. With a bachelor’s degree 
and multiple drug counseling certi-
fications, I’m establishing myself as 
rehabilitative consultant. Moreover, 
I received the ultimate welcome 
home gift when The Sacramento Bee 
covered my reentry.

As we arrived on the Stanford 
campus, I thought of the friends and 
foes I left behind in prison. To me, 
this is serious business, a personal 
progression of nonstop advocacy. 
Keith’s gig as a criminal justice con-
sultant now includes a new task — 
delivering me into the apex of reform.

Stanford Law School started the 
Three Strikes Project in 2006. The 
human lessons learned from secur-
ing the release of 26 three strikers 
motivated project director and law 
professor Mike Romano to shift 
tactics. He decided to take a bigger 
swing at a very bad law. By avoiding 
the mistakes from a catastrophic 
2004 reform initiative, Romano 

could secure the release of thou-
sands rather than dozens.

The project decided a narrowly 
drafted initiative would have the best 
chance for success. To qualify for a 
reduced sentence, minor third strik-
ers without murder or sex offenses in 
their backgrounds would be vetted 
by the courts to determine whether 
they currently posed an unreason-
able risk to public safety. He took 
down one of the nation’s toughest 
laws with 69 percent of the vote.

Of the 9,000 three strikers in 
California prisons, Prop. 36 made 
nearly 3,000 eligible for review. On 
the day of the summit, a prison offi-
cial reported 460 had already been 
released — a number that will climb 
daily. While most counties have 
more than 100 candidates — and 
some hotly contested cases are on the 
horizon — Los Angeles has a stag-
gering 1,325 cases. San Francisco, by 
contrast, only has two, the result of 
SF’s sober, compassionate approach 
to charging three strikes cases.

Hearing the statewide cries from 
their landmark measure, Stanford 
invited all relevant parties to discuss 
how to move forward. Harris, the 
keynote speaker, wrapped her entire 
speech around a unique prosecutori-
al career that began in San Francisco.

As the author of Smart on Crime: A 
Career Prosecutors Plan To Make Us Safer, 
Harris models cutting-edge thinking 
as the state’s top cop. She pursued 
data-driven policies as she learned to 
look at “other issues through the lens 
of public safety.” By doing so, Harris 
avoided the sensationalism mentality 
that leads to hyper-incarceration.

Her successor, Gascon, followed 

her approach. Research showed 
Gascon that “higher levels of incar-
ceration don’t translate into increased 
public safety.” So he teamed up with 
Stanford, the NAACP, and other like-
minded officials as early supporters of 
the Three Strikes Reform Act of 2012.

Overall, the summit included 
a range of panelists who discussed 
a number of relevant topics. But 
how to adjudicate all these cases 
was juxtaposed by the need to 
find resources for reentry services. 
Stanford professor Joan Petersilia has 
been instrumental in every recent 
criminal justice policy change in 
California, and she warned of the 
need for more reentry programs.

“What goes down can easily go 
up,” Petersilia said, warning the crowd 
about prison populations and crime 
rates. “Roughly $1 million is being 
spent on the average three striker, and 
zero is being spend on their reentry.”

frEEdom
Most of us are being released with-
out any supervision or any type of 
state or county funds associated 
with probation or parole. Since we 
have far exceeded our sentences, 
the average three striker is leaving 
prison with little to no resources, let 
alone being able to tap into existing 
programs. I’m paying for my pro-
gram out of my own pocket.

While it took decades to create 
the worst justice and prison system 
in the country, it’s definitely going 
to take years to correct. I advocated 
for more than a decade while buried 
under draconian measures buttressed 
by dreadful prison policies. Thus, I 
am excited groundbreaking issues are 
being discussed by people like this.

For those officials still trapped in 
their broken thinking, I also know 
how hard it is to abandon criminal 
thinking. However, like Gascon said, 
“Prop 36 is changing the metaphor.”

Seated in Keith’s sports car 
with the top down, we are making 
our way up 280 towards the City. 
Heading back home to Sacramento, 
I felt like a passenger on the Titanic 
with an alternate ending. While I am 
still in the honeymoon stage of my 
reentry — and reluctant to let this 
feeling go — I am at the beginning 
of a new era. We all have work to do.

My life of crime and activism has 
been an open book — and so is my 
reentry. After spending the day with 
journalists and actors in the field of 
justice, now I feel an even greater 
obligation to repay my debts. For the 
first time the light at the end of the 
tunnel is no longer blurred by the cold 
hard steel of the penitentiary, or main-
tained by tone-deaf policy-makers.

I still can’t believe it — I am 
free. 2
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NEWS In January, Mayor Ed Lee 
appeared on the PBS NewsHour to 
talk up the city’s Zero Waste program, 
an initiative to eliminate all landfilled 
garbage by 2020 by diverting 100 
percent of the city’s municipal waste 
to recycling or compost. “We’re not 
going to be satisfied,” with the 80 per-
cent waste diversion already achieved, 
Lee told program host Spencer 
Michels. “We want 100 percent zero 
waste. This is where we’re going.”

But somewhere in Te Anau, New 
Zealand, an environmental scholar 
tuning into an online broadcast of 
the program was having none of it. “I 
sat there thinking, no, you’re not. It 
would be great if you were, but you’re 
not — for obvious reasons,” said 
Robert Krausz, who’s working toward 
a PhD in environmental manage-

ment, describing his reaction during 
a Skype call with the Bay Guardian.

Krausz, a Lincoln University 
scholar originally from Canada, 
spent three years studying municipal 
zero-waste initiatives internationally, 
and completed an in-depth, 40-page 
analysis of San Francisco’s Zero Waste 
program as part of his doctoral thesis.

He may as well have taken aim 
at a sacred cow. The city’s Zero Waste 
program has near-universal support 
among local elected officials, and 
has garnered no shortage of glow-
ing media attention. San Francisco’s 
track record of diverting 80 percent 
of waste from the landfill is well 
ahead of the curve nationally, scor-
ing 15 percent higher than Portland, 
Ore., a green hub of the Pacific 
Northwest, and 20 percentage points 
or higher above Seattle, according 
figures provided by Recology, San 
Francisco’s municipal waste hauler.

Despite the city’s well-earned 
green reputation, Krausz arrived at 
the pessimistic conclusion that “San 
Francisco’s zero waste to landfill by 
2020 initiative is headed for failure.” 
In seven years’ time, he predicts, the 
program deadline will be marked 
with a day of reckoning rather than 
a celebratory gala. “I think the city 
is setting itself up,” Krausz told the 
Guardian. “Somebody’s going to be 
holding the bag in 2020.”

ANothEr AffluENt city
Sporting a goatee and glasses, Krausz 
comes across as the type you might 
find locking up his bike outside a 
natural foods store with canvas bags 
at the ready. When he visited San 
Francisco, he said he was ready to 
be wowed by the example of an eco-
logically enlightened city, yet ulti-
mately left in disappointment. “It 
was just another affluent American 

city, in terms of consumption.”
The problem, he argues, is that 

people are still buying way too much 
disposable stuff — and a significant 
amount can’t be recycled. Plastic 
bags, food wrapping, pantyhose, 
plastic film, pet waste, construc-
tion materials with resin in them 
(like the popular Trex decking), and 
particularly disposable diapers have 
nowhere to go but into the landfill.

San Francisco produces a total 
of about six kilograms of trash per 
person per day before diversion is 
factored in — three times the U.S. 
national average. That’s a sobering fig-
ure that puts a slight dent in the city’s 
eco-conscious image. It’s not really 
fair to denizens of the city by the Bay, 
because it counts trash generated by 
20 million annual visitors, daytime 
employees, developers, and businesses 
as well as residents. Nevertheless, the 
trash output ranks well below the 

per capita average for the Eurozone, 
which clocks in at a minimalistic 0.5 
kg per person per day.

The city has earned its bragging 
rights for making strides toward 
diverting waste from the landfill — 
yet truckloads of waste still leave the 
famously green city every day. Since 
2003, Krausz notes, San Francisco’s 
overall waste generation has actually 
increased, from 1,900 to 2,200 kilo-
grams per person per year. At the same 
time, the per capita amount of waste 
going into a landfill has dropped, 
from about 1,000 to 500 kilograms per 
year. That’s still a lot of garbage.

Krausz argues that San Francisco 
has no comprehensive plan for achiev-
ing Zero Waste, while at the same time 
having little control over “top of the 
pipe” consumption, which generates 
a glut of trash. “While the city has 
achieved success at managing waste at 

CONTINUES ON PAGE 14 >>
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the end-of-pipe, it has thus far failed 
to address the fundamental problem 
of consumption, which is driving 
waste generation,” his study notes.

Guillermo Rodriguez and Jack 
Macy of San Francisco’s Department 
of the Environment counter that 
there is a strategy, involving a host 
of different measures ranging from 
education, to policy initiatives, to 
incentive programs aimed at reduc-
ing waste. They think zero waste 
is possible. “We’re probably at 99 
percent diversion here in this office,” 
said Macy, who serves as the city’s 
Commercial Zero Waste Coordinator. 
“At least 90 percent of the discard 
stream is recyclable and compostable,” 
he added. And as for the last 10 per-
cent, “that pie will be shrinking as we 
find more markets” for recyclables.

Krausz also raised skepticism 
about Recology’s bid for a landfill con-
tract that would extend until 2025, 
five years beyond the deadline for all 
waste elimination. To that, Recology’s 
Eric Potashner responded that state 
law requires 15 years of disposal 
capacity to guarantee a safety net, 
regardless of municipal aspirations.

Krausz is critical of San Francisco 

officials for promising zero waste, but 
he acknowledges that manufacturers 
of disposable goods, not city officials, 
are to blame. Ambitious legislative 
measures such as San Francisco’s 
mandatory composting program 
and a ban on plastic bags have 
been enacted and achieved tangible 
results, but for items like ubiquitous 
thin-film plastics, dirty diapers, syn-
thetic materials, and the like, good 
solutions have yet to be found.

Krausz’ study also determined 
that no city on the planet that’s set 
out to do so has ever actually succeed-
ed at achieving zero waste. “If you are 
a city that is a member of Western 
civilization as we know it, you’re not 
going to be zero waste to landfill, 
because you participate in the global 
economy,” Krausz states plainly.

SF’S traSh pit
On a recent Friday morning, 
Recology’s Potashner and Paul Giusti 
led a tour of the city’s recycling and 
waste processing facilities. It fea-
tured a stop at the transfer station, 
housed in a large warehouse off of 
Tunnel Road where all the refuse 
from the black trash bins is depos-
ited before being carted off to the 
Altamont Landfill. A sweet, pungent 
aroma hung in the air. “We call 
this the pit,” Giusti explained as we 
approached a sunken area that could 
have contained multiple Olympic-
sized swimming pools, extending a 
story or two below us into the earth. 
“This is the last frontier,” Potashner 
added. “The last 20 percent.”

It was filled with an astonishing 
quantity of trash, making a tractor 

that ambled awkwardly over top the 
mound to compact it down appear 
toy-like in comparison. The sea of 
discarded material contained every 
hue, and floating around in the 
debris were orange juice containers, 
cardboard boxes, and thousands 
upon thousands of (banned) plastic 
bags. Between 200 and 300 garbage 
trucks eject their contents into the 
pit each day, and a single truck can 
hold up to four tons of trash.

Giusti started working for 
Recology, formerly NorCal Waste 
Systems, in 1978, following in the 
footsteps of his father. Back then, the 
pit was more like a mountain: “When 
I would dump my truck, I could 
walk up this pile,” he said, gesturing 
toward a set of sprinklers suspended 
from the ceiling to indicate how high 
it once extended. State data confirms 
the story: In 2011, according to 
CalReycle, San Francisco sent 446,685 
tons of waste to the landfill. That 
number has steadily declined over 
time; in 2007, it stood at 628,914 tons.

Asked for his reaction to Krausz’s 
thesis that the Zero Waste program 
won’t ever actually get to zero, Guisti 
turned the question around by ask-
ing, what’s the harm in trying? “Let’s 
say you said, zero waste is unattain-

able,” he said. “Then what’s the num-
ber? I think zero waste is an ambi-
tious goal — but if we get to 90 or 95 
percent, what a tremendous achieve-
ment.” Setting the highest of bars is 
important, he said, because striving 
for it provides the motivation to keep 
diverting waste from the landfill.

In order to actually reduce the 
city’s garbage from 446,685 tons to 
zero in the next seven years, Zero 
Waste program partners Recology and 
San Francisco’s Department of the 
Environment face a twofold challenge. 
First, they must prevent compostable 
and recyclable material from getting 
into the landfill pile. Second, they 
must find solutions for diverting the 
waste that currently has nowhere else 
to go but the landfill. With a combina-
tion of seeking new markets for recy-
clables, using technology that can sort 
out the recyclable and compostable 
matter, and implementing incentives 
and educational outreach programs, 
they’re still focused on the goal.

“It’s hard to tell how close we’ll 
get to zero in 2020,” Macy said. So 
even if zero waste does not actually 
mean zero waste in the end, that 
goal “sends a message that we want 
to move toward being as sustainable 
as we can.” 2

CONT>>

news too much trash: recology workers sort through the city’s tons of waste. 
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Women 
in Business
mothership hackermoms
It should be no surprise that here 
in the veritable center of the tech 
universe, we hear the word “hack-
erspace” and flash on a roomful of 
programmers, busily coding the 
building blocks of our Internet 
universe.

But a group of East Bay 
women have taken the term’s 
original meaning (as codified by 
Germany’s Chaos Communication 
Club in the 1990s) and applied 
the concept of open community 
lab to the experience of profes-
sional mamas.

“A hackerspace is not an 
office,” says Sho Sho Smith, co-
founder of HackerMoms. “It’s a 
blank canvas. When you walk 
into it, it becomes the thing you 
want it to be.”

For freelance writer Smith and 
co-founder, film set decorator 
Karen Agresti, who opened their 
1,000 square foot space in April 
2012, HackerMoms was to be a 
place for self-employed mothers 
to come for community, to share 
inspiration, to help each other 

achieve profes-
sional and artistic 
dreams.

Today, about 
25 women and 

a handful of men 
contribute to the 

space, where they hold 
social media workshops, 

teach each other about mom-
specific workplace ergonomic 
issues, sell their art — many of 
the HackerMoms once had tech 
careers and now are “makers,” 
and bring families together for 
kids’ “mini-maker” classes and 
BBQ hang-out sessions. Members 
include spoken word artists, 
graphic designers, animators, 
software engineers, and nonprofit 
workers.

If you go, stuff bills into the 
mannequin wearing the vintage 
lace bra — that’d be where the 
group collects donations towards 
keeping the space running.

The space, Smith says, is an 
important hub for women who 
might otherwise feel isolated at 
home with the kids and their 
work.

“What binds our membership 
is less our income, or social status, 
or color, or sexual orientation,” 
says Smith. “It’s an attitude where 
you must create or die. That is 
a core characteristic of a hacker 
mom.” (Caitlin Donohue)

3288 Adeline, Berk. mothership.
hackermoms.org

community service
universal martial arts
Police officers and security guards 
get trained in the use of firearms 
and batons; they know how to hurt 
and sometimes kill people. But 
most of them don’t get the sort of 
basic unarmed self-defense training 
that would allow them to subdue 
an assailant without dangerous or 
lethal force.

That’s where Universal Martial 
Arts Academy comes in. The only 
martial arts school with a full-time 
facility in the Bayview, Universal 
specializes in self-defense classes for 
security professionals and also offers 
classes for the general public.

Jim Hundon, the founder 
and head instructor, is an expert 
in small-circle jujitsu and holds 
multiple black belts in other dis-
ciplines. He’s been in martial arts 
since high school, and trained with 
two instructors of Chinese kenpo 
who were students of Bruce Lee. 
He’s worked with the legendary 
Grandmaster Wally Jay, and has 
since developed his own style, ju 
trap boxing. He’s in the US Martial 
Arts Hall of Fame.

In other words, he’s a total 
badass.

In person, though, Hundon is 
soft-spoken, polite, and humble. His 
modest-sized studio on Third Street, 
built from a trashed empty store-
front, is clean and well-designed 
with immaculate hardwood floors. 
He has regular students as well 

as contracts with companies like 
California Pacific Medical Center 
and Paramount Studios, where he 
teaches security guards how to keep 
themselves — and others — safe.

“The piece always missing in 
law-enforcement training is the 
empty hand,” Hundon tells me. 
“You’re in a verbal confrontation 
and a person takes a swing at you; 
what are you going to do, shoot 
him?”

Hundon notes that most cops 
spend far more time on the shooting 
range than they do with unarmed 
self-defense. “Everyone has a right 
to defend themselves,” he says. “But 
you don’t always have to strike back. 
You can protect yourself so everyone 
goes home alive.”

In 2010, Hundon (who is 64 
but looks about 35) received the 
Bayview Hunters Point Community 
Leadership Award for his work with 
at-risk youth. “I love giving back to 
the community,” he says. “We’re 
so proud to be the first martial arts 
school in the neighborhood.” (Tim 
Redmond)

4348 Third St., SF. (415) 671-2055, 
www.umaacademy.info

culture champion
hi tops
Would there have been a better 
time for an explicitly gay sports bar 
to open in SF than late 2012? You 
can bet your sweet basketballs there 

would not. First the Giants win 
the World Series, packing Castro’s 
spanking new Hi Tops with fans 
eager for some specialty drafts, juicy 
burgers, and same-sex camaraderie. 
The Niners hit the Super Bowl, and 
a groundbreaking pic of kissing 
male fans in Hi Tops’ gorgeously 
retro ball-court-locker room interior 
runs in Sports Illustrated. And now, 
with the Warriors in the playoffs, 
two major league basketballers, 
Jason Collins and Brittney Griner, 
have come out in very big ways. 

But the plan behind Hi Tops’ 
phenomenally successful concept 
took several years to come to frui-
tion — in these economic times, 
a gay sports bar was a bit of a 
tough sell, even in the Castro. Jesse 
Woodward, who owns the bar with 
Dana Gleim and Matt Kajiwara, 
told us back in November that he 
wanted to help “reinvigorate the 
neighborhood’s potential by open-
ing it up to different crowds, while 
still respecting its heritage.” Hi 
Tops draws a mixed crowd of sports 
enthusiasts with its large-screen 
TVs and inventive bar menu. But 
it also attracts those who don’t 
consider themselves sports fans, 
through its relaxed vibe, creative 
cocktails, and general sense that 
this is the cool place to be. Also, it’s 
usually full of hotties. (Marke B.)

2247 Market, SF. (415) 551-2500,  
www.hitopssf.com

CONTINUES ON PAGE 16 >>
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SmAll 
BuSineSS Welcome 

to a tradition we hold 
near and dear at the Guardian 

— our annual round-up of inde-
pendent businesses that represent 

the best of entrepreneurship here in 
the Bay. From a local sweet shop that’s 
defied the Nestle odds to become the 

Bay’s best-loved ice cream treat to 
the Castro’s best new spot for 
punting and catching, read 

on for our favorite small 
businesses now.



16   SAN FRANCISCO BAY GUARDIAN eDItORIAlS        NewS        FOOD + DRINk        the SeleCtOR        mUSIC        StAGe        ARtS + CUltURe        FIlm        ClASSIFIeDS        

Legacy award
La Victoria Bakery
When Jaime Maldonado’s dad 
Gabriel opened the family’s corner 
bakery in 1951, it was the only 
Latino-owned business on 24th 
Street. In the years since, the story 
of La Victoria and its famous pan 
dulce has become, more or less, the 
story of the Mission District.

That’s never been more true 
than today, when the bakery’s 
plate glass windows are filled with 
Mexican classics, but also dulce de 
leche scones, Mexican chocolate 
brownies, and prickly pear beignets 
that reflect the neighborhoods 
changing palate — in addition to 
the conchitas, elotittos, and maran-
itos that made the place a favorite.

Soon, La Victoria will include 
a full-service restaurant that Jaime 
tells the Guardian will “skip over 
the burrito phase and to straight 
to original La Victoria. It’ll be the 
food your grandma would cook for 
special occasions.”

Few businesses have been able 
to surf the Mission’s changing 
demographics like La Victoria. 
The Maldonados found a way to 
thrive amid racial slurs in the ‘50s. 
The restaurant became a gather-
ing place and haven for Mexicans 
when the blocks became carved up 
along the gang lines delineating 
close-knit immigrant communities, 
and a training ground for bakers 
who brought La Victoria’s recipes 
to panaderias across the neighbor-

hood. In the ‘70s, the fern-filled 
restaurant in the back room was a 
habitué for SF’s movers-and-shak-
ers — Dianne Feinstein and Cesar 
Chavez were known to grab tables.

Hippies, Brazilians, and 
Argentineans were added to La 
Victoria’s clientele over the years. 
In 1992, when Jaime took the reins 
from his aging pop, he was ready 
to make the business adjustments 
needed to keep La Victoria relevant. 
That meant focusing on the joint’s 
strengths — no more groceries, less 
reliance on wholesale business.

Maldonado survived the 
“cherry bomb in an ant farm,” as 
he refers to the late ‘90s dot-com 
boom, and the business slowdown 
after 9/11. He made the kitchen 
available for rent, and has since 
attracted an impressive list of 
alumni through his work with Soul 
Cocina’s Roger Feely: Hapa SF, Sour 
Flour, Wholesome Bakery, Venga 
Empanadas. La Victoria started 
hosting pop-up dinners, and now 
looks forward to expanding into 
different kinds of Latin coffee 
drinks, and a full sit-down menu.

All in keeping with La 
Victoria’s Mission to connect with 
the ‘hood’s new techie residents, 
stay true to the neighborhood’s 
history, and connect with the 
“hybrid kids,” as Maldonado dubs 
his generation of Latinos who 
grew up in SF’s foodie scene, but 
can still appreciate a traditional 
Mission burrito.

“This corner is dying for some-
one to stand up and say ‘I’m going 
to show you how,’” he says. “And 
we’re going to do that — with 

Latin flair.” (Donohue)

2937 24th St., SF. (415) 642-7120, 
www.lavictoriabakery.com

SmaLL BuSineSS
adVocate
BuSineSS aLLiance for 
LocaL LiVing economieS
(BaLLe)
The folks at the Business Alliance for 
Local Living Economies were loca-
vores before the fancy foodies ever 
created that word. They were talking 
about a new economy more than 
a decade ago — and their vision 
involves networks that are human, 
not just electronic.

BALLE is the heart of the move-
ment for localism, for building econ-
omies based on communities.

Founded in 2001 by Judy 
Wicks, who owned a restaurant in 
Philadelphia, and Laury Hammel, 
who owned a group of sports clubs 
in Boston, the group has expanded 
to a national operation with one of 
its two main offices in Oakland.

BALLE offers resources, training, 
and connections for businesses that 
want to build a more sustainable 
economy.

The main premise of the BALLE 
model is the notion that busi-
nesses are best when they are locally 
owned, use local suppliers, and 
operate as part of a local commu-
nity. The philosophy of the group is 
ecological: living economies are like 
all living systems, and they do bet-

throughout cuLturaL Sea changeS in the miSSion oVer the LaSt Six decadeS, Jaime maLdonado and 
hiS famiLy haVe kept La Victoria Bakery a neighBorhood faVorite. guardian photo by mike koozmin

Cont>>

newS SmaLL BuSineSS awardS

http://www.sfweekly.com/free/giants
http://www.cfdn.org


mAY 15 - 21, 2013  /  SFBG.COm    17 eDItORIAlS        NewS        FOOD + DRINk        the SeleCtOR        mUSIC        StAGe        ARtS + CUltURe        FIlm        ClASSIFIeDS        

CURRENT STYLES • WOMEN'S & MEN'S
1901 FILLMORE 415.775.8885 • 1519 HAIGHT 415.355.0555
630 IRVING 415.681.0100 • 2123 MARKET 415.552.8740
ALSO: 2338 SHATTUCK AVE. BERKELEY • 5901 COLLEGE AVE. OAKLAND

www.crossroadstrading.com
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ter when they’re diverse and recycle 
energy and resources.

Not to mention that BALLE 
rolled out the concept of crowd-fund-
ing long before Kickstarter ever made 
the scene. Its built businesses that 
defy the traditional model — and 
they’ve succeeded. The group’s dedi-
cated to sharing that vision, and the 
tools they’ve developed, with others.

BALLE conferences, affinity 
groups, and mentoring programs 
help individual entrepreneurs and 
startups — but also play a role in 
trying to build a more equitable, 
just, and sustainable economy for 
everyone. (Tim Redmond)

www.bealocalist.org

EmployEE-FriEndly 
BusinEss
r & G lounGE
The R & G Lounge has been a fix-
ture in San Francisco’s Chinatown 
for 28 years. Taking up three floors 
with a seating capacity of 225, it’s 
served as the backdrop for many 
a wedding rehearsal dinner, birth-
day celebration, and other special 
occasion bashes. But it isn’t just 
heartwarming memories of being 
surrounded by friends and family 
with a pleasant Tsingtao buzz that 
linger in diners’ minds. Just as often, 
it’s the taste of the establishment’s 
signature seafood plate: salt and 
pepper live Dungeness crab.

“It was love at first bite,” a 25-
year-old Yelper gushes about the first 
time she tried the specialty, back 
when she was in the seventh grade. 
The dish is available year-round, 
sourced locally when in season.

The R & G Lounge is known for 
dishing up traditional Cantonese 
cuisine from the Guangdong prov-
ince of southern China. Most of the 

workers are originally from main-
land China, and live in the city.

“We have a low turnover,” man-
ager Frank Wong says of his staff, 
which is 70 strong. Rather than 
puffing up any star chefs, Wong 
describes the working atmosphere 
as decidedly “team-oriented.” 
Conversations in Cantonese and 
Mandarin float through the air, min-
gling with the savory aromas of ox 
tail stew, chow mein, Peking duck, or 
steamed fish plucked straight from 
the tank. Chinatown activist groups 
laud the restaurant for its exemplary 
treatment of workers, and efforts to 
extend benefits to them rarely seen 
in the neighborhood.

The restaurant has deep roots in 
the Chinatown community, regu-
larly donating to schools in the area. 
When hosting community-based 
functions, “we work a lot through 
the San Francisco Chinese Chamber 
of Commerce,” says Wong, adding 
that multiple family members and 
investors own the popular restau-
rant, including Kinson Wong.

This connection helps drive a 
steady stream of “locals, business 
people, and tourists” through R & 
G’s doors, and since its located along 
the route of the Chinese New Year 
Parade, the sound of drums and the 
sight of a dragon procession can 
make for delicious accompaniment 
for your meal. (Rebecca Bowe)

631 Kearny, SF. (415) 982-7877, 
www.rnglounge.com

lEGACy AWArd
it’s-it
What’s been San Francisco’s go-
to cold ‘n creamy treat for the 
past 85 years? No, its not Dianne 
Feinstein. It’s It’s-It, that native 
warm weather snack, created on 
a deliciously fateful day in 1928 

when George Whitney squished a 
scoop of vanilla ice cream between 
two big oatmeal cookies and 
dipped the resulting sandwich 
into dark chocolate. For more than 
four decades, Whitney sold his 
It’s-Its at Playland-at-the-Beach, 
until that legendary local amuse-
ment park was demolished in the 
1970s. Fortune intervened, and the 
brand was reinvigorated — soon to 

travel beyond the Bay, throughout 
California, and into pretty much 
every western state, spreading yum-
miness up and down the coast.

The Shamieh family now oper-
ates It’s-It (the company, based in 
Burlingame, is headed by Charles 
Shamieh) and continues to uphold 
the tasty tradition of “the official 
food of San Francisco.” (Take that, 
cioppino!)

“Sure it’s always a tough to be 
the little guy — when you’ve got 
your Nestles and your Unilevers 
out there as competition,” vice 
president of sales Jim Shamieh told 
us. “But we have an amazing built-
in fan base that includes parents, 
grandparents, great-grandparents 
... it’s the best kind of loyalty. And 
we keep it current by introducing 
different flavors.” (Those flavors 
include the Big Daddy — a “chunk 
of ice cream between two chocolate 
wafers” — and the Super Sundae, 
an ice cream dipped in dark choco-
late and rolled in roasted peanuts). 
“And we distribute to Denver, 
Seattle, Portland ... pretty much 
everywhere this side of the Rocky 
Mountains.” Sweet. (Marke B.)

www.itsiticecream.com

loCAl mAnuFACturinG
BABEttE
I cannot help but insert italics into 
Babette Pinksy quotes, bear with me.

“It didn’t dawn on me that 
I shouldn’t open a business by 
myself.”

“It was sort of survival for a 
really long time.”

“We have to show things the 
way we want them.”

Perhaps such signs of effusive-
ness are befitting for one of the 
Bay’s more experienced purveyors 
of fashion.

Pinksy started her line of com-
fortable, elegant items most often 
worn by town’s over-40 set of muse-
um and travel-inclined doyennes 
back in 1968. She considers the epon-
ymous line’s signature piece a pleated 
cream or white button-down shirt.

Her retail locations — there 
are eight Babette stores across the 
country with a ninth in the works 
CONTINUES ON PAGE 18 >>
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for the Mid-West, and the compa-
ny recently launched a thriving e-
commerce site — is filled with out-
fits for “the woman who wants to 
look good without looking like her 
daughter,” says Pinksy, sitting for 
our interview with husband and 
co-owner of the company Steven 
in their Union Square shop.

But the Pinksys’ sartorial 
sense is but one of the reasons 
we’re honoring them with a Small 
Business Award. Perhaps just as 
importantly, the two provide 
healthcare and 401k’s for all of 
their 100-plus employees, and have 
always manufactured their clothes 
right here in the Bay Area, cur-
rently at their Oakland factory.

The two attribute their buoy-
ancy in the fashion industry, in 
fact, to their local production 
line. Trade policies like NAFTA, 
they say, decimated the Bay Area’s 
fashion industry, once one of San 
Francisco’s biggest job sources. 
Their ability to continue produc-
ing quality product right here in 
California, they say, distinguished 
them from the thousands who lost 
their jobs over the last few decades.

Now, having survived the 
worst of times, Babette (the com-
pany and its founder) can be a 
role model company to those who 
would make beautiful clothes.

“The most rewarding part of 
this business?” asks Babette (the 
person this time, over a pair of 
round glasses that go nicely with 
those that Steven wears alongside 
her). “A big part of that is how 

happy [the clothes] make our cus-
tomer. I’ll come into one of our 
stores and a woman will tell me 
‘you’ve changed my life!’ I’m a 
clothing designer! It’s just clothes.”
(Donohue)

361 Sutter, SF. (415) 837-1442,
www.shopbabette.com

ReadeR’s ChoiCe
shameless PhotogRaPhy
Y’all chose Shameless as your top 
small biz of the year, so I’m going 
to yield the floor for a moment to 
someone who voted for the pho-
tography outfit:

“Shameless is a female-owned 
and run business that promotes 
positive body image and self love 
while creating spectacular pin-up 
and boudoir images,” wrote one 
enraptured Bay Guardian reader. 
“Women (myself included) leave 
the studio feeling more beautiful 
and accepting of their bodies.”

Do you yearn for an Etta 
James glamour shot with taste-
ful cleavage, frothy updo, rhine-
stones dangling from your lobes? 
Perhaps a cheeky pose with your 
pumps in the air, gingham bikini 
and a “here comes trouble” gaze? 
Shameless would love to make 
those matinee daydreams a reality.

“We approach the photoshoot 
as an experience rather than just 
a means to an end,” co-owner 
Sophie Spinelle wrote in an email 
interview with the Bay Guardian. 
Spinelle and Carey Lynne are the 

minds behind the firm, whose 
aesthetic is firmly situated in high 
Hollywood glamour, sultry boudoir 
shots, and coquettish pin-up poses. 
It’s 1950s sexy, used to express the 
decidedly more inclusive ideals of 
beauty we revel in today. Thank 
goodness — we tend to think 
when it comes to satin bustiers, 
the more curves the better.

Spinelle holds that the primary 
aim of Shameless is to highlight 
the beauty of all women, regard-
less of whether the lady has a 
gap between her inner thighs. 
“In a culture where people, and 
feminine people in particular, are 
bombarded with advertisements 
designed to create feelings of inad-
equacy about our faces and bodies, 
we’re working to create a space 
where people can feel safe, beauti-
ful, and empowered,” she wrote.

The space in question is a pink 
fortress of a building tucked away 
near the Legion of Honor in the 
Richmond District. Aspiring star-
lets, it is hard to miss — Spinelle 
describes it as “a cross between a 
wedding cake and the hotel that 
Kim Novak holes up in Vertigo.” 
Photoshoot packages start at $450, 
and include hair and makeup over-
hauls plus a pose-worthy loaner 
wardrobe.

It’s the stuff dreams are made 
of, and everyone’s welcome to play. 
“No model on a billboard nor the 
business she represents owns the 
realm of fantasy — we all do,” says 
Spinelle. (Donohue)

600 35th Ave., SF. (646) 448-8277, 
www.shamelessphoto.com

look shaRP: steven and BaBette Pinksy manufaCtuRe theiR Classy styles Right heRe in the Bay aRea.
guardian photo by mike koozmin
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Smile SF
Dr. Farah Sefidvash

The Art & Science of Beautiful Smiles
3012 Steiner St. Suite A • San Francisco, CA

415.922.2990
www.SmileSF.com

New Patient
Dental Special $99
Comprehensive Initial Exam • Oral Cancer Screening
Necessary X-rays • Routine Dental Cleaning ($350 value) 

Expires 5/29/13

Located in the Historic 
Fillmore District

 Bay Area Seasonal Japanese Cuisine
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Dine
In Our 

Restaurant

Stay For 
A Show

.................

http://www.costumesonhaight.com
http://www.smilesf.com
http://www.yoshis.com
http://www.unionmusiccompany.com/
http://www.pipersshoes.com
http://www.oceanviewdental.com
http://www.streetlightrecords.com
http://www.baytobreakers.com
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Spanish
Restaurant

Tapas
•

paellas
Available for large groups

2018 Lombard St.
at Webster

Closed Tuesdays

415-929-8888
alegriassf.com

BEST BURRITO, 
VEGGIE BURRITO, 

IN SAN FRANCISCO!

TAQUERIA
CAN-CUN
TAQUERIA
CAN-CUN

Bay Guardian
“Best of the Bay” 
1998, 1999, 2000, 2001, 
2002, 2003, 2005, 2006,
2007, 2008, 2009, 2012
• OPEN EVERYDAY •

2012  
BEST BURRITOS

2288 Mission St. @ 19th
(415) 252-9560

1003 Market St. @ 6th
(415) 864-6773

Come visit our newest location:
3211 Mission St. @ Valencia

BEST BURRITO, 

2814 19th st./ Bryant  
821-4608

universalcafe.net

cafe

Now Serving
Weekday Brunch
Wednesday - Friday
11:30am - 2:15pm

BY THE BLOB
culture@sfbg.com

THE BLOB We so very want to love the brand new Sydney 
Town Tavern (531 Commercial, SF. www.sydneytownsf.
com) in the Financial District, named after a roving gang 
of Australian, Irish, and English convict-rogues who ter-
rorized the Barbary Coast. The Blob certainly enjoys a 
bad boy or five! The pedigree is right: Syndney Town is 
sister to Irish Times, right around the corner. And the 
drinks are nice — a huge, like pint-glass huge, pomegran-
ate margarita will solve any afternoon problems, and a 
refreshing orange crush replicates an Orangesicle, though 
not too sticky-sweet. But the menu falls too much on the 
typical gourmet bar snacks side, executed not-so-stellarly: 
fish was leathery and its chips were a droopy few; meat-
balls were firm but unmemorable; truffle mac and cheese 
was dry and pasty. Channel your namesake and do some-
thing naughty, Sydney Town Tavern!

PS: Cherries are amazing right now; grab some at 
the farmers market this week.

A+ DEEP GREEN FROM JUICE SHOP
Friends, we are living in an era of $9 juice. There’s a 
complex story behind the founding of Juice Shop by 
brothers Charlie, Ben, and Jake Gulick (and Charlie’s 
wife Linda) involving miraculous liver cleansing, which 
we won’t relate here, because “liver cleansing.” We will 
relate, however, the taste of our glass-bottle pint of cold-
pressed, unpasteurized, kale-parsley-spinach-romaine-etc. 
A+ Deep Green juice, purchased at a rustic-cute street-
side stand in the FiDi (there’s one in Cow Hollow, too): 
“Deeep Greeen deeelightful. Immediately, the Blob was 
ready to conquer her day — probably aided by some sort 
of squeaky super-clean hyper-liver.

Other options include Coco-Clorophyll, pine-
apple pear chia, Alpha Green, Beta Beet, 
and apple lemon ginger. Juice Shop will 
also program an entire 1-10 day cleanse 
to suit your needs, including an array 
of juices, plus aloe and blue-green algae, 
starting at $62. Has there ever been a 
kickstarter for a personal cleanse?
353 Pine, SF. www.juiceshopsf.com

PASTRAMI ON RYE 
AT SHORTY GOLDSTEIN’S
So long ago seem the days when 
the concept of gourmet Jewish deli 
food was unconcepted, and that 
cute guy with the dreads from Wise 

Sons was hawking chocolate babka out of a hand cart on 
Ferry Plaza. Wouldn’t you know it, here we are, digging 
with both hands and a fork into the mountain of meat 
Shorty Goldstein presents as a pastrami on rye ($12). Lean 
is definitely not the by word here, with thick, peppery, 
fat-laced slices piled up like brisket on solid, if completely 
overwhelmed, rye (mustard and accompanying pickle pro-
vided). The Blob cannot lie — it took her two days to fin-
ish this giant, which comes out to $6 per lunch. Not bad, 
and helps explain the lines down the street.

As if that were not recommendation enough, when we 
showed a picture of said sandwich to our very Jewish uncle 
from the East Coast, he grunted in condescending amuse-
ment, which in old-school East Coast Jewish terms is the 
closest any gourmet West Coast deli food is going to come 
to approval, so what’s to complain?

We piled on a hefty side of farm fresh veggies as a 
treat ($5) — that day it was rainbow carrots roasted with 
a hint of mint. Other sandwich options include exactly 
what you’d expect: corned beef (every day), egg salad 
(Mondays), beef tongue (Thursday), etc. Go eat, already.
126 Sutter, SF. www.shortygoldsteins.com

MATJES HERRING AT WALWERK
Let’s waltz out of the Financial District and its parade 
of newbies, and right into SoMa for an old favorite, 
Walzwerk, which was hopping on an early Sunday eve-
ning. (If there’s ever a time for wonderful, heavy East 
German food, Sunday dinner time is it.) The Blob had not 
been there for at least one historico-dialectical cycle, but 
the giant etchings of Marx, Engels, and Lenin on the walls 
still amused, the fabulously direct waitress remembered 
us, and the German Democratic Republic memorabilia 
remained fascinating and somehow hilarious.

And the food. Oh, the food. Mouthwatering sauerbra-
ten with pickled cabbage and hefty dumplings covered 

in gravy, chicken breast stuffed with apples 
and bacon, awesomely firm cheese spaetzle, 
“soljanka” cabbage soup with salami, bacon, 
and pickles. Treat of all treats? Tangy, dill 

infused matjes herring (mildly salted her-
ring served “housewife-style”), with fresh 
fillets soused in sour cream with apples, 
onions, and pickles — a light, sweet take 

on Thousand Island dressing, maybe, 
served with firm pumpernickel for 

spreading. We love you, tangy-
sweet East German housewife!
381 South Van Ness, SF. 
www.walzwerk.com 2

Gang’s all here

FOOD + DRINK
THE BLOB DOWNS 
CLEANSING JUICE, 
HOT PASTRAMI, 
CREAMED HERRING. 
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http://www.alegriassf.com
http://www.gohisago.com
http://www.universalcafe.net


WEDNESDAY 5/15
APPLESEED CAST
Change seems to be the only con-
stant for Lawrence, Kansas’ meander-
ing Appleseed Cast. Chris Crisci’s 
14-year-old band has produced 
eight albums, dabbled in about as 
many different genres, and has a 
revolving-door lineup that would 
exhaust any frontperson. But Crisci 

shows no signs of tiring. In fact, 
the lyrics for the band’s most recent 
album, this year’s Illumination 
Ritual, were written over the course 
of three nights, between the hours 
of midnight and 4am. Though the 
band’s career has arced far from 
its oldschool emo beginnings, the 
vespertine Illumination Ritual gets 
back to its moody roots. With a fresh 
lineup and a nostalgic new sound, 
the Appleseed Cast’s tender instru-
mentals and Crisci’s earnest vocals 
have never sounded so good. (Haley 
Zaremba)
With Hospital Ships, the Dandelion War

8:30pm, $14

Bottom of the Hill

1233 17th St, SF

(415) 626-4455

www.bottomofthehill.com

THURSDAY 5/16
ARTPAD
Here’s an idea for a surrealist film: 
enter one hotel room and find metal 
hands that respond to their view-
ers, enter another and find a strange 
light sculpture, then cut to a perfor-
mance of a synchronized swimming 
team in a pool in the courtyard. This 
is no film plot, but a description of 
ArtPad, the arts fair that will take 
over the entire Phoenix Hotel for 
three days. With galleries from the 
Bay Area and beyond filling every 

room with experimental exhibitions, 
while food, drink, and performances 
contribute to the festive vibe, the 
event promises to be surreally epic. 
(Laura Kerry)
Through May 19

$15–$40

Phoenix Hotel

601 Eddy, SF

www.artpadsf.com

THURSDAY 5/16
LISS FAIN
It was almost exactly a year ago that 
Liss Fain Dance premiered her lumi-
nous The Water is Clear and Still at Z 
Space. It’s perhaps her must success-
ful collaboration with her longtime 
designer Matthew Antaky, who cre-
ated a translucent multi-level space 
that welcomed Fain’s choreography 
and her fine dancers. It was one of 
those wondrous installation pieces 

that you could walk around in, but 
most of us stayed glued to our spots 
in an attempt to catch everything. 
Water is steeped in Jamaica Kincaid’s 
lyrical memories of a Caribbean 
childhood, both painful and exotic. 
Fain now has added a prologue. Solid 
Ground, based on Kincaid’s latest 
book, in which she revisits those 
childhood memories from a mature 
woman’s perspective. The piece is 
also moving from Z Space to YBCA’s 
Forum, which has successfully 
hosted other Liss Fain Dance instal-
lations. (Rita Felciano)
Thu/16-Sat/18, 8pm; Sun/19, 5pm 
forum, $15–$30

Yerba Buena Center for the Arts

700 Howard, SF

www.lissfaindance.org

THURSDAY 5/16
SANDRA 
BERNHARD
It’s hard to pin-
point the moment 
when one learned that 
Sandra Bernhard was amazing. 
The stand-up comedian has been 
doing the damn thing for so long 
(since the ‘70s), that she’s always 

just ... been around, a fixture of 
the alternative culture firmament. 
A foulmouthed, straightforward, 
erudite queer back when they never 
made network TV, she languidly lent 
cameos to Isaac Mizrahi’s Stripped 
and Madonna’s Truth or Dare, turned 
in seam-busting rants for her epic 
performance art-concert films like 
1990’s Without You, I’m Nothing, and 
yes, was the first regular-appearing 
gay character on a network sitcom 
on Roseanne. To miss Bernhard’s first 
run in San Francisco in two years 
would be a revocation of your cool 
card, don’t do it. (Caitlin Donohue)
Also Fri/17

9pm, $45

Bimbo’s 365 Club

1025 Columbus, SF

(415) 474-0365

www.bimbos365club.com

THURSDAY 5/16
BIG BOI
Any lingering notions of Big Boi 
as the “conventional” half of 
legendary Atlanta hip-hop duo 
Outkast should be dispelled by 
his two solo albums, including his 
most recent effort Vicious Lies and 
Dangerous Rumors, released last 
November. Aided by cameos from 
Phantogram and Little Dragon 
in “Vicious,” Big Boi dives into 
rock guitars, female vocalists, and 
electronic bass to present a fear-
less, kaleidoscopic vision of rap. 
Track “Objectum Sexuality” sees 
Big Boi wax lyrical about women 
in between Phantogram’s Sarah 
Barthel’s floating vocals, a French 
interlude, and samples of atmo-
spheric harp plucking. And just 
when you think he has slipped 
too far into moody, indie-fusion 
territory, Big Boi snaps you back 
with a devastating, horns-laden, 

proudly Atlantan 
club banger “In 
the A” with T.I. 
and Ludacris. 

(Kevin Lee)
With Killer Mike, 

Fishhawk, Goast

8:30pm, $35

Mezzanine

444 Jessie

(415) 625-8880

www.mezzaninesf.com

THURSDAY 5/16
JANELLE MONAE 
AT THE SF SYMPHONY
“Is it peculiar that she twerk in 
the mirror?” You can’t really 
blame her if you’ve caught R&B 
andro-angel Janelle Monae’s 
newest single with Erykah Badu 
“Q.U.E.E.N.” — the ode to icono-
clasm, with its simple, catchy bass 
line is the perfect soundtrack to 
strutting and popping in front of 
reflective surfaces. Catch the sing-
er’s turn with the SF Symphony 
tonight — the musicians have 
prepared original arrangements 
for her songs, and you’ll get tunes 
from her 
new album 
to boot. The 
ticket price is 
fairly astro-
nomical, but 
the evening 
is a fund-
raiser for the 
Symphony’s 
educational 
programs, so 
there’s that. 
Plus attendees are granted access 
to a pre-show sparkling wine 
reception and after-party at City 
Hall. (Donohue)
7pm reception, 8pm concert, $90-$275

Davies Symphony Hall

201 Van Ness, SF

www.sfsymphony.org

CONTINUES ON PAGE 22 >>

BIG BOI
THURSDAY/16

THE SELECTOR HERE’S AN IDEA FOR 
A SURREALIST FILM.

Thu/16-Sat/18, 8pm; Sun/19, 5pm 

Yerba Buena Center for the Arts

www.lissfaindance.org

THURSDAY 5/16

point the moment 
when one learned that 
Sandra Bernhard was amazing. 
The stand-up comedian has been 
doing the damn thing for so long 
(since the ‘70s), that she’s always 

too far into moody, indie-fusion 
territory, Big Boi snaps you back 
with a devastating, horns-laden, 

proudly Atlantan 

(Kevin Lee)
With Killer Mike, 

Fishhawk, Goast

8:30pm, $35

Mezzanine

444 Jessie

(415) 625-8880

www.mezzaninesf.com
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Friday 5/17
mIDI mAtIlDA
The first time I was confronted 
with local pop duo Midi Matilda, 
I was not-so-patiently waiting for 
Starfucker to take the stage at the 
Regency Lodge last September. Not 
expecting much from an electronic 

duo that was playing one of its 
very first shows, I was dumbstruck 
by the second song. Midi Matilda 
is the embodiment of everything 
that’s missing from contemporary 
twee-pop. It has a sense of inti-
macy, soul, and joy, embodied by 
great hooks and hilarious choreo-
graphed dances that are absolutely 
infectious. Operating backward 
from most bands, Midi Matilda 
wrote and recorded music before 
it ever established a live presence, 
gaining attention on the web with 
its “Day Dreams” music video. The 
duo’s catchy, dreamy pop songs 
make for a nice listen, but it is its 
goofy antics and blissful onstage 
presence that make a great new 
addition to the San Francisco music 
scene. (Zaremba)
With OONA, holychild

8:30pm, $12

Rickshaw Stop

155 Fell, SF

(415) 861-2011

www.rickshawstop.com

Friday 5/17
DAle eARNhARDt JR. JR.
“You’re Supposed To Roll Your 
Hips In Time/ You’re Supposed 
To See Your Age Rewind” intones 
Dale Earnhardt Jr. Jr. on the bright 
electronic pop track “If You Didn’t 
See Me (Then You Weren’t On The 
Dancefloor),” off its new Patterns 
EP. On its albums, the Detroit duo 
of Daniel Zott and Joshua Epstein 
alternate between aw-shucks folksi-
ness and the party-hearty synth-
and-rock of MGMT and Phoenix. 
While firmly rooted in the here 
and now, DEJJ have shown respect 
to its musical inspirations with cov-
ers to classics by Madonna and the 
Beach Boys. The duo paid homage 
to Gil-Scott Heron with a shimmer-
ing, upbeat take on his funk classic 

“We Almost Lost Detroit,” resplen-
dent with a video showcasing 
authentic locals and establishments 
from the Motor City. (Lee)
9pm, $16

Independent

628 Divisadero

(415) 771-1421

www.theindependentsf.com

Saturday 5/18
DISAppeARS
A 16-minute song has to do a 
lot of work to keep its listeners 
invested, but the strange thing 
about Disappears’ “Kone” off of 
the band’s April EP is that it is 
compelling because it doesn’t seem 
to make too much of an effort. An 
experiment in Kraut and psych-
rock, the song harkens back to the 
very beginnings of proto-punk; 
though it involves less muddy 
intensity, it recalls those stretches 

in some Velvet Underground songs 
that don’t feel the need to arrive 
anywhere, but simply relish the 
ride. And isn’t that the aim of any 
good concert? It certainly will be at 
the Disappears’ Bottom of the Hill 
show. (Kerry)
With LENZ, the Tambo Rays

10pm, $12

Bottom of the Hill

1233 17th St., SF

(415) 626-4455

www.bottomofthehill.com

Saturday 5/18
exRAYS AND mwAhAhA
Going to the Lab is like a weekly, 
weekend celebration of “the 
other.” You might see any com-
bination of drag, performance 
art interludes, or Sunday’s ritual 
Godwaffle Noise Pancakes, but 
should definitely count on some 
underground, experimental shit. 
Hidden among the crowded club 
corridor along 16th and Mission, at 
times it becomes a mini-rave cave. 
This Sat/18 should be no exception 
to those guidelines when Exrays 
(members of THEMAYS and Maus 
Haus) bring their old-school Atari-
sounding glitchiness. The band 
hangs on to fun melodies while 
the frontperson delivers mopey 
vocals (it could just be that his 

voice is deep). Oakland’s Mwahaha 
headlines and goes for more of 
a sensory overload approach. It’s 
collaborated with tUnE-yArDs and 
will open for Sigur Ros in London 
this summer. (Andre Torrez)
With Seventeen Evergreen, Mohani

9pm, $7–$15 (sliding scale)

Lab

2948 16th St., SF

(415) 864-8855

www.thelab.org

Saturday 5/18
hUNx AND hIS pUNx
It was a dark day here in the Bay 
when Seth Bogart, a.k.a Hunx, 
packed up his bags and moved to 
Los Angeles, leaving the city’s bur-
geoning garage rock scene a little less 
gay in every way. Despite this tragic 
loss, Bogart hasn’t slowed down at 
all since his relocation, with a vari-
ety web TV show (Hollywood Nailz), 
his own novelty record label (Wacky 
Wacko), a new solo album, and a 
brand new Hunx and His Punx 
record on the way. Despite the 2011 
dissolution of the Punkettes, Hunx 
still rocks a deliciously genderqueer 
persona and is backed by some truly 
kickass ladies. This intimate show, 
featuring bandmate Shannon Shaw’s 
own group Shannon and the Clams 
as well as fellow SF ex-pat Ty Segall’s 
Fuzz is like a big, happy Bay Area 
reunion — and everyone’s invited! 
(Zaremba)
With Shannon and the Clams, Fuzz, 
Peach Kelli Pop, Twin Steps

8pm, $15

New Parish

579 18th St, Oakl.

(510) 444-7474

www.thenewparish.com

Sunday 5/19
GOthIC tROpIC
For a band that has released so 
little music — only the 2011 
EP Awesome Problems — Gothic 
Tropic has a developed sense of 
itself. Part of it is in frontperson 
Cecilia Della Peruti’s tendency 
to perform shoeless so as not 
restrict her dance moves. Another 
aspect arises in her nickname for 
the trio, “the Sacred Three.” The 
primary feature, though, is the 
band’s sound. As its name sug-

gests, Gothic Tropic plays sunny 
and exotic psych-pop tinted with 
some grit and darkness, and it 
plays it well. See the band in all of 
it’s fully-formed glory at Brick and 
Mortar. (Kerry)
With Seatraffic, Cruel Summer

9pm, $10

Brick and Mortar

1710 Mission, SF

(415) 800-8782

www.brickandmortarmusic.com

tueSday 5/21
“eAtING NOSe-tO-tAIl: 
the whOle ANImAl 
mOvemeNt”
Let’s face it, Americans loves meat. 
But everyday consumers and 
informed connoisseurs are grap-

pling with an increasing number 
of unanswered health and envi-
ronmental questions with their 
meat, questions that an increas-
ingly centralized food industry 
has left mostly unanswered. 
Unsatisfied with the growing 
gaps along the production chain, 
farmers, butchers, and chefs have 
banded together under the Whole 
Animal movement, which empha-
sizes using all of an animal for 
preparation and consumption. At 
this talk, four of the Bay Area’s 
meat authorities slice into how the 
movement stresses conservation 
and connects local producers, pre-
parers, and eaters. After the talk, 
Dave the Butcher gives a whole 
animal butchery lesson while 
diners delve into delectables at 
the Ferry Building, with proceeds 
going to the Center for Urban 
Education about Sustainable 
Agriculture. (Lee)
With Chris Cosentino, Ryan Farr, John 
Fink and Tia Harrison

6:30pm program, $12-$20; 8pm 
butchering demo, $80–$100

Commonwealth Club

95 Market

(415) 597-6700

www.commonwealthclub.org 2

The Guardian listings deadline is two weeks prior 
to our Wednesday publication date. To submit 
an item for consideration, please include the 
title of the event, a brief description of the event, 
date and time, venue name, street address 
(listing cross streets only isn’t sufficient), city, 
telephone number readers can call for more 
information, telephone number for media, and 
admission costs. Send information to Listings, 
the Guardian, 225 Bush, 17th Flr., SF, CA 
94105; or e‑mail (paste press release into e‑mail 
body — no attachments, please) to listings@
sfbg.com. Digital photos may be submitted in 
jpeg format; the image must be at least 240 dpi 
and four inches by six inches in size. We regret 
we cannot accept listings over the phone.

the Selector
CONT>>

dale earnhardt Jr. Jr.
Friday/17
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SUN MAY 19
6PM $6

SURPLUS 1980
Disonova, Aberrant Phase

BURNT ONES
Week of Wonders (Seattle), 
Fronds, Jollapin Jasper

SWEET CHARIOT
Chelsea Crowell (Nashville), Happy 
Family Singers (w/Paula Frazer)

BLACK PUS
(Brian Chippendale from 
Lightning Bolt, Thrill Jockey), 
CCR Headcleaner,
Reptilian Shape Shifters

THE TUNNEL
Ghostfoot (Shreveport), Gashcat

PUNK ROCK SIDESHOW

3 LEAFS
Resin Cum, The Heroic Trio

SPECK MOUNTAIN 
(Chicago)
Moonbell, Hollow Mirrors

THE BEETS (NYC, Hardly Art)
Fine Steps, Tiaras

KINSKI (Seattle, Sub Pop)
Phil Manley Life Coach, Vir

SF Popfest presents
BOAT
Gold Bears, Surf Club

THU MAY 16
8:30PM $7

WED MAY 15
8:30PM $7

FRI MAY 17
9:30PM $8

SAT MAY 18
9:30PM $10
ADV. TIX ON SALE

MON MAY 20
9:30PM FREE

WED MAY 22
8:30PM $8

THU MAY 23
8:30PM $8

TUE MAY 21
8:30PM, $6

UPCOMING: Big Long Now, Porchlight Open 
Door, Grouper, Danny Paul Grody, ReCardiacs 
Fly, Listo, Dominique Leone, Castle, Demon 
Lung (Las Vegas), Peachelope, Gregors, Blank 
Realm (AUS), Hank IV, Melted Toys, Snow 
Wite, Anhedonist (Seattle), Wet Illustrated, 
Violent Change

FRI MAY 24
9:30PM $10

SAT MAY 25
9:30PM $8

E V E R Y T U E S D A Y 2 F O R 1 W I T H T H I S A D
EVERY SUNDAY!  S F COMEDY S HOWCASE
“The Best Comedy Club in The USA!”–DAVE CHAPPELLE

SF COMEDY SHOWCASE - EVERY SUNDAY!

30 YEARS OF
STAND-UP COMEDY!

ALL SHOWS: 

WWW.COBBSCOMEDY.COM
FOLLOW US ON TWITTER

AND FACEBOOK!

2 FREE
TIX WITH
THIS AD!

WEDNESDAY 5/15
COBB’S COMEDY

SHOWCASE

FRIDAY 5/24 - SUNDAY 5/26

LONI LOVE
From Chelsea Lately!

THURSDAY 5/16 - SUNDAY 5/19

JAY MOHR
From Jay Mohr Sports and Mohr Stories Podcast!

TUESDAY 5/21
JHP SHOWCASE

WEDNESDAY 5/15 - SATURDAY 5/18
FROM WTF PODCAST AND LAST COMIC STANDING! 

TODD GLASS
DANIEL KINNO, GARY ANDERSON

THURSDAY 5/30 - SATURDAY 6/1
OVER 40 APPEARANCES ON LETTERMAN!

JAKE JOHANNSEN
M. DICKSON, RED SCOTT

WEDNESDAY 5/22 - SATURDAY 5/25
FROM PUNK’D AND CONAN!
BARRY ROTHBART
MATT MORALES, COLLEEN WATSON

FRIDAY 5/31 - SUNDAY 6/2
CHRISTOPHER

TITUS

Limit 8 tickets per person. All dates, acts and ticket prices are subject
to change without notice. All tickets are subject to

applicable service charges. Avoid Online Fees at our Box Offi ce.  

BY EMILY SAVAGE
emilysavage@sfbg.com

TOFU AND WHISKEY Why don’t more 
surfers listen to surf music? I found 
myself in one of those fuzzy-eyed, 
web-based black holes, frustrated, rhe-
torically asking the question through 
the endless prism of social media a 
few months back. And furthermore, 
why don’t surfer-musicians play 
authentic surf rock? While the sound 
was born in Southern California in 
the early 1960s, most of the early 
musicians who incorporated it weren’t 
active participants in the sport for 
which it was named, save for Dick 
Dale. The oft-repeated story is that 
Dale wanted to reflect the sounds he 
heard in his mind while surfing. And 
around that time, Santa Ana, Calif. 
based guitar-maker Fender even ran 
ads with beach babes and the tag 
“Fender makes music to surf by.”

But in the past few decades at 
least, the more prominent surfer-
musicians seem to mostly vacillate 
between producing pop-punk, reg-
gae, or more commonly, your ubiq-
uitous, folky, banana pancake-loving 
Jack Johnson boredom block.

Tom Curren is in an elite class, a 
world champion surfer and son of leg-
endary big-wave rider Pat Curren, he’s 
an athlete who took all his souped-up 
energy, and left his sport to pursue...
folk rock. He released first album In 
Plain View in March.

During an ancient ritual in 
which I participated last week — that 
would be my honeymoon on Oahu 
— the bus drivers, tour leaders, cab-
bies, and general friendly tourist 
industry folks kept offering up slice-
of-life songs for our listening plea-
sure. You like music? Well, get a load 
of this beach-ready sound. Cue soft 
rock (Hawaiian-born) Jack Johnson, 
or, the late Honolulu singer-ukulele 
musician Israel “Iz” Kamakawiwo’ole. 
We heard Iz’s “Somewhere Over 
The Rainbow/What A Wonderful 
World” medley no fewer than 15 
times in seven days. I asked my hus-
band, who grew up surfing on the 
Central Coast, what was up with the 
surfer/surf rock divide and he quietly 
responded, “I’ve never participated in 
surf culture, I have no idea.”

When I returned to work this 
week, I asked local surf musician 
Donald Bell of Aloha Screwdriver 
a similar question, and he shut it 
down more academically, “I can’t 
speak for surfers. I don’t surf. I grew 
up skateboarding. I don’t know a 
single one of our fans who surf. 
What’s funny is that our biggest 
fans live in the gloomiest climates. 
We have a bunch of fans in Seattle.” 

He added, “I think that Californians 
have a kind of cultural cringe when 
they hear surf music, because it’s 
the kind of thing that always gets 
played in the background whenever 
a California beach scene is shown 
on TV. It can feel cliché. But once 
you get outside of California, that 
baggage tends to disappear and you 
get treated like an exotic import.”

Bell got it though, what I was 
after. I wanted the explosive electric 
guitar of Dale and the Trashmen, 
the wet noodling power of ‘90s 
revival acts like Phantom Surfers and 
Man Or Astro-Man?, or powerful 
throwback shock of Guantanamo 
Baywatch or Trashwomen (those 
last two, by the way, will play the
Burger Boogaloo fest July 6-7 in 
Oakland). OK, so Hawaii wasn’t tech-
nically the place to find the thriving 
surf rock stuff; if I’m being fair, I 
knew the style I desired wasn’t based 
there. Plus, I didn’t exactly plow 
through underground punk shows 
while visiting, being buried deep in 
the sand and fruity alcohol-based 
beverages and all.

So maybe it doesn’t matter if pro-
fessional surfer-musicians are out there 
playing the music of their cultural 
ancestors, there’s still an avid fan base.

A week earlier, the husband and I 
walked down the aisle to the Ventures, 
“Walk Don’t Run” (“Pipeline” was 
considered but ultimately dismissed). 
See, this was the music I grew up 
loving. The vroom-vroom-vroom of 
wild guitar riffs, heavy reverb, Eastern 
scales, rapid and escalating drumming 
peaking, crescendoing, wiping out. 
Proto-beach punk.

“People forget that before the 
Beatles hit, surf music was once pop 

music in this country. Right now, 
pop music is very focused on a syn-
thetic sound, but everything comes 
back around,” Bell says.

And there will be a fix of the 
good stuff nearby this weekend, 
at radio station KFJC’s Battle of 
the Surf Bands benefit (Sat/18, 
noon, $10, all ages. The Surf Spot, 
4627 Coast Hwy., Pacifica. www.
kfjc.org). Bell’s Alameda-based 
trio will play the yearly event 
for the second time. And 
the 16-band battle also 
includes Beachkrieg, 
Deadbeats, Mighty Surf 
Lords, Tomorrowmen, 
Frankie and the Pool Boys, 
Meshugga Beach Party, and 
more surf acts with cheeky 
names. The event benefits 
the station itself, and also 
will be broadcast using 
Live Cam.

Given that it does often feel like 
a maligned art form, the abundance 
of traditional surf bands participat-
ing every year at KFJC’s event (now 
in its sixth year) seems surprising.

“There are probably more surf 
rock groups in the Bay Area than 
any other location in the world,” Bell 
says, naming off many that will play 
the battle, and beyond. “A lot of that 
has to do with the continued support 
of KFJC and DJs like Phil Dirt and 
Cousin Mary who really championed 
the genre...I formed my first surf band 
when I was 16, and Dirt brought us 
into the studio to play live on the air 
for 30 minutes. It was crazy to have 
that kind of outlet. It’s unheard of.”

Now in his early 30s, Bell has 
continued to play in surf bands with 
his musician friends from high school 

— drummer Steve Slater and bassist 
Grant Shellen. They grew up together 
in Fremont and that’s where they 
formed that first band: Chachi, Boba 
Fett and the Wookiee. Bell says he 
initially found the genre through the 
surf revival acts of the ‘90s like the 
Phantom Surfers and Shadowy Men 
on a Shadowy Planet, but then, once 
he was hooked, he tumbled backward 
toward the Ventures, Link Wray, the 
Shadows, and of course, Dale.

Aloha Screwdriver began in ‘09, 
and the trio plays all instrumental 
music. “Sometimes it veers into 
rockabilly or like a Ennio Morricone 
spaghetti western vibe, or even like 
a Disney Haunted Mansion feel, but 
I’m always holding our songs up 
to this idea that they could carry a 
Tarantino-worthy action sequence.”

MYRON AND E
Listen to Myron and E’s single “If I 
Gave You My Love” and you’ll start 
to feel some involuntary movements, 
your head bouncing in agreement, 
shoulders shimmying side to side. It’s 
the nature of the solid gold soul beast. 
The duo was recently signed to taste-
maker Stones Throw, and will release 
newest album Broadway, backed by 
Timmion Records house band the 
Soul Investigators, on the label July 
2. With a handful of 45s already 

out there, the two 
— Bay Area bred Myron 
Glasper and Eric “E 

da Boss” Cooke — have 
successfully maneuvered 

an authentic soul sound 
that’s at once smooth and 
celebratory (with the help 
of some well-placed horns). 
The duo, which met on tour 
with Blackalicious, stops by 
Berkeley this weekend for 

the East Bay Soul Stomp 2. With Bang 
Girl Group Revue, New Love Soul 
Revue, DJ Derek See, DJ Der.
Sat/18, 8pm, $9–$12. Starry 
Plough, 3101 Shattuck, Berk.www.
starryploughpub.com.

BLACK PUS
The first thing you need to know 
about Black Pus is that it’s just a 
looping Brian Chippendale — he of 
Lighting Bolt fame. For this project, 
the madman drummer (and forever 
art-school kid at heart) uses percus-
sion, a triggered oscillator, and those 
echoing, distorted Lightning Bolt 
style vocals you’d expect. Most tracks 
sound like a spaceship lifting off 
and exploding into starry darkness, 
repeatedly. With CCR Headcleaner, 
Reptilian Shape Shifters.
Sat/18, 9:30, $10. Hemlock Tavern, 1131 
Polk, SF. www.hemlocktavern.com. 2

MUSIC 
FROM LEFT: A VINTAGE FENDER AD, 
DONALD BELL WITH HIS GUITAR, 
MYRON AND E. ALOHA SCREWDRIVER 
PHOTO BY BRYAN WRIGHT; MYRON AND E 
PHOTO BY WILLIAM PERLS

Psycho beach party

http://www.hemlocktavern.com
http://www.livenation.com/Punch-Line-Comedy-Club-San-Francisco-tickets-San-Francisco/venue/229425
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By Marke B.
marke@sfbg.com

SUPER EGO It’s been half a minute since I poked my 
stilettos through an extra-large Target bag and pulled 
it up to make an evening gown for hitting the town. I 
only have one sinus left over from the ‘90s, so I have to 
pace my nightlife, ha AS IF. But lately sometimes it’s all 
like, “where’d everybody go?” when I go out. SF is defi-
nitely undergoing another of its periodic freak drains 
(although much wild unicorn magik still remains, as the 
Odyssey party proved last weekend).

In 1999 everyone was moving to NYC, in 2003 it 
was Portland, in 2007 it was Berlin, and now everyone’s 
either moving to Oakland or LA or beyond. Soon as I 
manage to turn around without falling down, someone’s 
gone: beloved DJ bear Claude VonStroke, party maniac 
Sleazemore, phantasmagoric art star boychild, radical 
queer activist Michael Lorin Friedman, future Ms. Drag 
Mess Universe Ambrosia Salad, almost all my tricks I 
didn’t want to leave...

Yes, it’s the economy, rising rents, influx of drones, 
lack of jobs or diversity or artistic opportunity, the 
outrageous wish to not live in a pantry with five other 
crazies. Also some people seem to think they want pro-
fessional careers? What is this, “Star Search”?

Well, here’s another story of a beloved someone mov-
ing on — but unlike many others, this one’s a happy 
one (although it may reflect on just how high you can 
go in this town when it comes to dance music). “No, I’m 
not really afraid that once I move out of SF I won’t be 
able to afford moving back,” As You Like It crew resident 
and sweetest person ever DJ Briski, a.k.a. Brian Bejarano 
told me over the phone. “Someone will have a floor for 
me to crash on, and I’ve got family in Pacifica.” 
That’s where Briski grew up, but he spent a 
formative period raving in the UK in 2006, 
which cemented his transition from a 
psychedelic rock and punk fan to a 
deeper house sound. Minimal techno 
was breaking hard back then, but 
Briski cut his rave teeth at Back 
to Basics, the infamously 
gonzo darker-funk night 
in Leeds (now the longest 
running weekly in the 
world).

His signature groove is 
deep and somewhat tense, 
almost playfully post-punk 
— he’s great at ‘80s rarities — and 
very consciously indebted to Bay psy-
chedelic house legends the Wicked crew 
(check this killer mix: www.tinyurl.com/
briskiHNY). In fact, his last gig 
here will be playing back to 
back with Wicked’s 
Jenö at the next 
As You Like It 
party, Fri/17 at 
Mighty.

Briski’s 
off to 
become 

the tour manager for one of tech-house’s biggies, Maceo 
Plex, who has basically achieved pop star status in 
Europe, and is now based in Barcelona. Briski met the 
Cuban-born Maceo in Dallas a few years ago, and grew 
close. “My girlfriend Mariesa [Stevens, also moving], 
became Maceo’s agent a few years back and we’ve been 
like a little rave family ever since. Our musical styles are 
very different, but I’ll be opening for him in some places, 
and have access to his studio and record label to con-
tinue developing my music.”

The only fear Briski has, really, is the fact that he 
doesn’t know Spanish, despite his Nicaraguan roots. “I 
grew up here, and I know San Francisco will always be 
San Francisco, despite whatever changes come. You can 
still make the life you want here, and go as far as you 
can go with it. The dance scene is all about family and 
support — not just my crew, but everyone involved. It’s 
the true spirit of the city, and that will never die.”

aS yOU LIke IT w/ Wagon Repair’s Mathew Johnson and Conrad 
Black, plus Briski B2B Jenö. Fri/17, 9pm-5am, $10–$20. 
Mighty, 119 Utah, SF. www.ayli-sf.com

ThE ClOCk

kaSTlE

DiRTybiRD PlayERS

ObjEkT

“yaz: UPSTaiRS aT ERiC’S”

2

MUSIc nIghTLIfe

bye bye briski
SMILIng ThrOUgh TearS: anOTher BeLOved cLUBBer 
MOveS On. PHOTO BY SHAUNA REGAN

http://www.slims-sf.com/
http://www.gamh.com/
http://www.newwavecity.com
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Dance clubs
Afrolicious
All 80s Thursday 

Pa’lante! 
Ritual 
Tropicana 

friDay 17
rock /blues/hip-hop
Black Angels, Hanni El Khatib, Wall of Death

Hello Monster, Audiodub, Culprit, Bulkhead 
Betty 
Lee Huff, Jeff V, Todd

Lee Vilenski Trio
Main Squeeze 
Midi Matilda, OONA, holychild

MIRV, Kehoe Nation, Polkacide

Mobb Deep 
Ocean Blue, Orange Peels

Savoy: Live With Lasers, Lobounce 

SRV Tribute with Alan Iglesias

Sweet Chariot, Chelsea Crowell, Happy 
Family Singers 
Top Secret Band
Claude Von Stroke, Justin Martin, Kill 
Frenzy, Leroy Peppers, J. Philip, Worthy 

jazz/new music
Bela Fleck 

Goapele 
Mike Reed’s People Places and Things, 
Darren Johnston Ensemble 

Trance Mutations #3

Lee Vilenski

folk / worlD/country
Flamenco del Oro with Kina Mendez cante 
ya baile, Stephanie Narvaez baile, Glopal 
Slavonic

Shapes 

Dance clubs
DJ What’s His Fuck
Hella Tight 
Joe 

Old School JAMZ 
Paris to Dakar 

Smoke N’ Mirrors 
Thirsty Third Fridays 

Queer Cumbia 

Music listings are compiled by Emily 
Savage. Since club life is unpredictable, 
it’s a good idea to call ahead or check the 
venue’s website to confirm bookings and 
hours. Prices are listed when provided to 
us. Visit www.sfbg.com/venue-guide for 
venue information. Submit items for the 
listings at listings@sfbg.com. For further 
information on how to submit items for 
the listings, see Picks.

weDnesDay 15
rock /blues/hip-hop
Appleseed Cast, Hospital Ships, Dandelion 
War
Caldecott, Super Water Sympathy, Emily 
Moldy
Alice Dimicele, Dave Mulligan, Jordan 
Feinstein, James Nash 

Lee Huff vs Todd

Kevin Russel Band

Mister Loveless, Teenage Sweater, Happy 
Fangs, Here Come Dots
Terry Savastano
Soul Train Revival with Ziek McCarter and 
the Revival Band 
Surplus 1980, Disonova, Aberrant Phase 

jazz/new music
Dink Dink Dink, Gaucho, Eric Garland’s Jazz 
Session 
Terry Disley 

Freddie Hughes 

Redwood Tango Trio
William Parker Quartet 

Dance clubs
Timba Dance Party 
Booty Call 

Cash IV Gold 

Coo-Yah!

Stay Sick 

thursDay 16
rock /blues/hip-hop
Big Boi, Killer Mike, Fishawk, Goast 

Burnt Ones, Week of Wonders, Fronds, 
Jollapin Jasper 
Delorean, Romans, DJ Aaron Axelsen

Egg, Sophie Barker 

Exhausted Pipes 

Foxy 
Groovy Judy
J Boogie’s Dubtronic Science 

Chris James and the Showdowns, Pebble 
Theory, Voodoo Switch

Picture and the Frame, Exhausted Pipes, 
Peck the Town Crier

Religious Girls, San Francesca, Split 
Screens, Hoot Hoots 

Shady Maples, Whiskerman, Cave Clove

SRV Tribute with Alan Iglesias

Todd vs Lee Huff

jazz/new music
Bela Fleck 

Goapele 
Nick Rossi
Chris Siebert 

CONTINUES ON PAGE 26 >>

music listings

For tickets & current show info: 
Yoshis.com / 415-655-5600 / 510-238-9200

All-ages venue. Dinner reservations highly recommended.

VIP Membership Club for Yoshi’s SF + Oakland • Details at www.yoshis.com/vip

• • • • • • • • get tickets at yoshis.com  • • • • • • • •

oaklandsan francisco

1330 f illmore st.  415-655-5600 510 embarcadero west 510-238-9200

Wed, May 15  
Free jazz bassist/composer’s stunning quartet

WILLIAM PARKER QUARTET

Wed, May 22 - Of Showtime and Comedy Central

WILLIE BARCENA
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Thu, May 23  - Louisiana Blues slide guitarist

SONNY LANDRETh

Sun, May 26

ThE gOSPEL gATORS OF SFSU
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Wed, May 29 - “O’Reilly is a modern-day Liszt.” 

~Ethan Iverson, The Bad Plus

ThE ARTIST SESSIONS:
ChRISTOPhER O’RILEY

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Thu, May 30

Renowned Paraguayan harpist & violinist

CARLOS REYES

Tue, June 4 - Contemporary singer-songwriter 
touring new album Forever Endeavour

RON SEXSMITh

Wed, May 15 

STRUNz & FARAh
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Thu, May 16 

DRU hILL
feat. Sisqó, Jazz, Nokio & Tao

Tue, May 21 

ChARLES NEVILLE
with Youssoupha Sidibe 
& The Mystic Rhythms

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Wed, May 22 

JOAN SORIANO
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Thu, May 23 

JIMMIE VAUghAN
& ThE TILT-A-WhIRL BAND

Sat, May 25

DAVE MASON acoustic trio
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Sat, May 25 - Late Show

ROB SWIFT
(formerly of the X-Ecutioners)

& DJ EVIL DEE
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
                 Sun, May 26 - Blues rock pioneer

    JOhN MAYALL
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Tue, May 28

SARA gAzAREK
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Wed, May 29 - Former vocalist of the Coasters

ALVON JOhNSON

Thu-Sun, May 16-19

GoAPELE

Fri-Sat May 24-25

PETER WhITE
Smooth jazz & jazz fusion guitarist  

Fri-Sat, May 31-June 1

ALEXANDER ABREAU
& hAVANA D’PRIMERA
Cuba’s hottest band returns!

Open 
Dance Floor!

Fri-Sat Jun 7-8

PEABO BRYSON

Wed-Thu, Jun 5-6

JOEY DEFRANCESCO 
TRIO

Fri-Sun, May 17-19

BAY AREA BLACK
COMEDY COMPETITION
& FESTIVAL 2013

Fri, May 24

BRENDA RUSSELL

http://www.yoshis.com
http://www.reggaeinthehills.com
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BENDERS BAR & GRILL
806 S. VAN NESS @ 19TH  415.824.1800
 MON-THU 4PM-2AM  FRI-SUN 2PM-2AM

WWW.BENDERSBAR.COM

5/15

KITCHEN OPEN MON-SAT AT 6PM

5/18

5/20

5/21

5/19

THU 5-16:

MadMen PresenTs

deTonaTe (18+)

wiTH sUns of TeMPle

fri 5-17:

as iT sHoUld Be

wiTH david GreGory

saT 5-18:

lara Brazil’s
5 year anniversary 

wiTH ron Carrol

THU 5-23:

eUPHoniC
ConCePTions PresenT
KnoKTern
wiTH PUMPKin

saturday 18
rock /Blues/hip-hop
Bay Area Heat
Bhi Bhiman, Meklit and Quinn 

Black Pus, CCR Headcleaner, Reptilian 
Shape Shifters 
Crackerjack Preacher

Disappears, LENZ, Tambo Rays

Foreverland: Michael Jackson tribute 

Hibbity Dibbity 

Juanes 
Laura Marling 

Mud City Manglers, Vans, Arabs, Spider 
Garage 
Project Pimento
Robert Randolph and the Family Band

“R5 Loud Tour” with Brandon and Savannah, 
Taylor Matthews, Alex Aiona 

Shahram Solati, Firoozeh, Sami Beigi 

Skerik’s Bandalabra feat. members of 
MCTuff 
Sonny Rhodes

Todd, Lee Huff, Jeff V

Y&T jazz/new music Bela Fleck 

Goapele 
Project Pimento
Wear? Hear! Suitable Actions, Lost and 
Found, Exo-Skatch 

folk / world/country
Free Dive
Gamelan Sekar Jaya

Go Van Gogh

Trans Balkan Expressway 

dance cluBs
Bootie SF: Bay to Breakers Pre-Party 

music listings
CONT>>

roBert randolph and the family Band plays BimBo’s sat/18.
PhOTO by Sam EriCkSON

http://www.hotelutah.com
http://www.bottomofthehill.com/
http://www.templesf.com
http://www.bluebearmusic.org
http://www.tupelosf.com
http://www.theeparkside.com/
http://www.bendersbar.com/
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3225 22nd ST. miSSion SF CA 94110 
415-647-2888 • www.makeoutroom.com

WEDnESDAY 5/15 AT 8Pm, FREE!

BURn DoWn THE DiSCo!
80S DAnCE PARTY

DJ 2SHY-SHY & DJ mELT W/U
80S GRooVE, WAVE, HiP-HoP, & moRE!

THURDAY 5/16 AT 6Pm, FREE!

SUGARSnAP! W/ DJ JZA & FRiEnDS
moToWn/DiSCo/SoUL

FoLLoWinG AT 9Pm, FREE!

CHUB-E-FREEZ! W/DJ BiG nATE
ALL HiP-HoP, ALL VinYL!

FRiDAY 5/17 AT 7:30Pm, $8

SUnRUnnERS • CommAnD ConTRoL

FoLLoWinG AT 10Pm, $5

LooSE JoinTS!
DJ Tom THUmP/DAmon BELL/CEnTiPEDE
FUnK/SoUL/HiP-HoP/LATin/AFRoBEAT

SATURDAY 5/18 AT 7:30Pm, FREE!

BAnG oUT READinG SERiES
FoLLoWinG AT 10Pm, $5

EL SUPERRiTmo!
W/ RoGER mAS Y EL KooL KYLE

CUmBiA/DAnCEHALL/SALSA/HiP-HoP

SUnDAY 5/19 AT 7:30Pm, $8

SPYRALS
CREEPinG PinKS • WE ARE mEn

monDAY 5/20 AT 7:30Pm, FREE!

SAD BASTARD’S CLUB
THE UnTAmED HEARTS 

(JUSTin FRAHm & noELLE CAHiLL)
BRAD BRooKS • Tom HEYmAn - 2 moRE!

FoLLoWinG AT 10Pm, FREE

CHiCK’n CooP JUKE
VinTAGE CoUnTRY W/DJ TEETS!

TUESDAY 5/21 AT 7Pm, $5

WRiTE CLUB!
WE PUnCH YoU W/ oUR WoRD FiSTS!

FoLLoWinG AT 9:30Pm, FREE!

“LoST & FoUnD”
DEEP & SWEET 60S SoUL

DJS LUCKY, PRimo & FRiEnDS

WEDnESDAY 5/22 AT 6Pm, FREE!

mATT PinE BooK RELEASE PARTY
CiTY WATER LiGHT & PoWER

READinGS BY: SARAH GRiFFin, CASEY CHiLDERS, 
AnD nATE WAGGonER

AnD FoLLoWinG AT 9Pm, no CoVER!
RonCo VS. K-TEL DAnCE PARTY!

THURSDAY 5/23 AT 6Pm, $5

SWoonY FoR mUni: A DATE AUCTion
SF TRAnSiT RiDERS Union BEnEFiT

Dance clubs
Beats for Brunch 
Crème Fraiche ft. Mrs. Blythe 

Dub Mission
Ms White, Vin Sol, Matrixxman, Robert 
Jeffrey 

MonDay 20
Rock /blues/hip-hop
Jeremy Messersmith

Tyler the Creator, Earl Sweatshirt 

Dance clubs
Death Guild 
M.O.M. 
Monarch Live Mondays 
Soul Cafe 

Vibes’N’Stuff 

tuesDay 21
Rock /blues/hip-hop
Devendra Banhart, Rodrigo Amarante

Boris, Bosse-de-Nage

Butt Problems, D’Jelly Brains, Nanash 774

Joey Cape, Kevin Seconds, Russ Rankin, 
Mick Leonardi 
Fpod BPod 
Level Vibes 

Nick Moss

Noise Tour: Marianas Trench Powered by 
Journeys, Air Dubai, Good Natured 

Ariel Pink 

San Quinn, Repp Money, Tadaysha, Don 
Toriano, DaVinci 

Sea Wolf, Savoir Adore 

3 Leafs, Resin Cum, Heroic Trio 

Union Trade

jazz/new Music
Terry Disley 

Drizoletto
Rova Saxophone Quartet 

folk / woRlD/countRy
Drizoletto

Dance clubs
Brazilian Wax
Soundpieces 

2

Music listings
Fringe 
Kinky Disko 

Kiss the Sky 
OK Hole 
Paris to Dakar 

Radio Franco 

Saturday Night Soul Party

Smiths Party 

Super Big Gay Dance Party

Trapeze VI: Electro-Casba 

Uncanny Valley, DJ Sean Dimentia, hostess 
Lady Bear and her Dark Dolls

Wild Nights 

sunDay 19
Rock /blues/hip-hop
Dillinger Escape Plan, Faceless, Royal 
Thunder, Rob Metal 

Hans Eberbach 

Fabolous, Pusha T 

Flobots, Wheelchair Sports Camp, All City 
Elite
Gothic Tropic, Seatraffic, Cruel Summer 

Terry Savastano
Tunnel, Ghostfoot, Gashcat 

Yard Sale, Scott Young

jazz/new Music
Bela Fleck 

Goapele 
Lavay Smith 

folk / woRlD/countRy
Coburns 

GoldDiggers, Moonshine Maybelline 

ZOFO’s Mosh Pit

http://www.bimbos365club.com/
http://www.makeoutroom.com
http://www.apeconcerts.com/
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BY RITA FELCIANO
arts@sfbg.com

DANCE Smuin Ballet has grown up. 
Perhaps that should come as no sur-
prise, since the company celebrates 
its 20th anniversary this November. 
While the troupe, now 17 strong, 
has always been engaged in show-
ing what ballet can be without huge 
production values (and huge bud-
gets), the company is lately doing it 
better than ever.

Six years ago Michael Smuin 
died unexpectedly, and a remarkable 
woman stepped into the cowboys 
boots he was so fond of wearing. 
Artistic and executive director Celia 
Fushille, a founding member and 
longtime Smuin performer, has a 
done a remarkable job raising the 
level of dancing, of choreography, 
and of widening the company’s 
appeal to more than Smuin’s tra-
ditional, older audience who “just 
loved Michael.”

Perhaps this fact should be 
irrelevant, but it is not: Fushille is 
also one of very few women who 
are running professional ballet com-
panies. While she is committed to 
Smuin’s huge repertoire — and she 
chooses wisely from a very mixed 
bag — more importantly, she is 
stretching these dancers with chore-
ography that is fresh, wide-ranging, 
and never less than professional.

The current program, “Bouquet,” 
which runs at Yerba Buena Center 
for the Arts through this weekend 
before moving to Walnut Creek, 
Mountain View, and Carmel, is very 
much worth seeing.

The evening opened with 
Smuin’s 1999 Chants d’Auvergne, set 
to a collection of French folk songs 
popularized by Joseph Canteloupe’s 
grand arrangements. The orchestra-
tion is unbearably soupy and an 
operatic soprano seems so irritat-
ingly inappropriate for the original 
material’s simplicity. But Smuin cut 
through all that ballast and man-
aged to create a modest, charming, 

and highly 
romantic 
vision of 
country life.

Light in 
spirit, often 
with a touch 
of humor, 
Smuin’s chore-
ography deftly 
incorporates 
casual touches 
into balletic solos, 
duets and trios. 
Jonathan Dummar 
put his long lines 
to good use in a 
goofy yet elegant 
solo. Longtime 
company member 
Erin Yarborough 
brought ardency 
to her solo, as well 
as to her duet with 
Jonathan Powell.

The gem of 
the evening was 
Helen Pickett’s 2008 
Petal, set to music by Thomas 
Montgomery Newman and two 
four-hand piano pieces by Philip 
Glass. The work’s title promised 
something flowery. Nope. The 
octet, excellently performed, offered 
highly structured, high-octane cho-
reography with moments of such 
intimacy that they sent it shivers 
down your back. Performed in a 
white box lit in colors that ranged 
from blinding yellow to sunset 
orange, Petal’s constantly changing 
relationships created a pulsating 
space anchored by stillness. Dancers 
might move downstage as if being 
sucked into the audience; the next 
moment they became part of the 
scenery, rooted like columns or 
cornice pieces. A woman might sail 
high above her partners moments 
before another tore through a male 
relationship.

The lush sensuality of liquid 
torsos and dancers twining around 
each other balanced the non-stop, 

full-out dancing, with 
limbs shooting sky high 
or snaking along the floor. 
Yet these people — and they 
were people — suggested a 
sense of ease within their own 
skin that translated to the way 
they connected and separated. Small 
caresses around someone’s neck, or 
on an inner thigh, gave Petal one of 
its most appealing qualities: the inti-
macy of the human touch.

Last on this pleasing program 
was Darrell Grand Moultrie’s Jazzin’,
bookended by exuberant ensemble 
dancing. Opener “Struttin’ ” was 
set to the Count Basie Orchestra’s 
take on Duke Ellington, the finale 
to the Wynton Marsalis Lincoln 
Center Jazz Orchestra with the LA 
Philharmonic. How can you go 
wrong with inspiration like that? 
These sections were choreographed 
with a sense of gusto and joyous cel-
ebration of the beat, but without too 
much personal vision.

For that we had to wait for the 
center sections of Jazzin’, which 
offered more theatrically nuanced 
choreography. Newcomer Erica 
Felsch’s “Spring in My Step” chan-
neled a Marilyn Monroe-esque mix 
of innocence and sexual allure with 
wit and charm. The punchy “Takin’ 
No Mess,” in which a woman is try-
ing to sell a chair and something 
else, sounded a different note of 
humor. Jane Rehm — perhaps the 
Smuin company’s finest stylist 
— revealed a comedic side of her 
talent by hitting every move, every 
glance with just the right timing. In 
the dark “Solitude” — again set to 
Ellington — Joshua Reynolds gave a 
man’s tortured soul all the pain and 
dignity it served. It was a beautiful 
performance. 2

SMUIN BALLET

Thu/16-Sat/18, 8pm (also Sat/18, 2pm); 
Sun/19, 2pm, $24-$65

Yerba Buena Center for the Arts

701 Mission, SF

www.smuinballet.org
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By RoBeRt AvilA
arts@sfbg.com

THEATER In the downstairs den 
of her Noe Valley home, direc-
tor Vidhu Singh and her cast are 
rehearsing some of the opening 
scenes in a madcap and punchy 
satirical revue making its US 
premiere at the Brava Theater 
this week. In the center of the 
room, to the driving beat of some 
irresistible Eastern pop, an MC 
(played by veteran improv actor-
teacher Mick Laugs) introduces 
the diverse ensemble in the man-
ner of a runway fashion show, 
as each character parades to the 
front of the stage to strike a pose 
in her or his burqa — because, 
female or male, just about every-
one wears a burqa in this play.

Especially in this domestic 
setting, the whole project seems a 
good-natured and relaxed affair. 
At the same time, it’s impossible 
to ignore the charge that comes 
with the satirical appropriation 
of this politically fraught piece 
of clothing, or miss the serious 
intention behind every comical 
line and gesture. For all its campy 
humor, Burqavaganza is a defiant 
piece of political theater — and, it 
turns out, a critique of much more 
than an embattled piece of female 
attire.

Written by award-winning 
Pakistani playwright, journalist, 
and human rights activist Shahid 
Nadeem, Burqavaganza sends up 
authoritarianism and extremism 
at large, the burqa becoming a 
byword for various public masks 
and ideological certainties thrown 
around by both sides in the 
tangled “war on terror.” The word 
itself is woven obsessively into the 
dialogue like a ubiquitous fabric, 
its constant iteration — includ-
ing in names and titles — making 
for a comical punctuation that 
sounds more and more absurd as 
time goes on. By the end, “burqa” 
becomes a nonsense word, bur-
bling on the surface of an irra-
tional state of affairs churned by 
deeper interests and forces that 
otherwise go unnamed.

First produced in Lahore 
by the Ajoka Theatre Company 
— co-founded by Nadeem and 
wife Madeeha Gauhar (the play’s 
original director) — Burqavaganza 
was quickly banned by the 
Pakistani government after com-
plaints from women members of 
a fundamentalist political party. 
That has not stopped it being 
mounted in various provinces of 
the country, however. As for its US 
debut, director Singh thinks it has 

something to offer local audiences 
beyond just entertainment.

“It seems to me that people 
want to talk about issues, but they 
don’t have a way of addressing the 
debate about the burqa; and the 
play does that using humor and 
satire. That makes it very acces-
sible. It humanizes the characters 
while highlighting the debate,” 
Singh says. “I think the divide 
between the West and Islam is so 
sharp. The play tries to address 
both sides of the divide. On the 
one hand, it offends conserva-
tive Muslims, who think basically 
you’re making fun of the burqa. 
On the other hand, it’s also a 
critique of the West and the US’s 
attitude toward Islam, and paro-
dies the war on terror. So it sort 
of offends people on both sides 
— and it’s funny, so it works.”

Positioning itself some-
where between Islamist extrem-
ism and Western imperialism, 
Burqavaganza critiques both from 
the ground of human dignity 

and respect for human rights. 
Such principled critique is more 
widespread throughout Muslim-
majority countries than many 
here in the West might suspect, 
according to human rights lawyer 
and author Karima Bennoune, 
whose new book, Your Fatwa 
Does Not Apply Here: Untold Stories 
from the Fight Against Muslim 
Fundamentalism (forthcoming 
from W.W. Norton), is a far-flung 
firsthand survey of artists, intel-
lectuals, and activists across the 
Muslim world combatting Islamist 
extremism in the cultural realm. 
Among the artists she profiles 
are Nadeem and Guahar. (In fact, 
she adapts her title from a line 
in another Ajoka Theatre play, 
Bulha). Bennoune says Ajoka has 
proved more outspoken in their 
critique of Muslim fundamental-
ism “than many liberal circles or 
diaspora populations in the West 
dare to be.”

“What is perhaps most 
remarkable is that the Ajoka 
Theatre Company debuted this 
play, complete with its satire of 
burqa-obsessed extremists, in 
Pakistan in 2007, as political 
violence was on the rise — and 
only about a month after the 
nearby killing of the 36-year-old 
Punjab minister for social welfare, 
the women’s rights advocate Zil-e 
Huma Usman,” says Bennoune in 
a recent email correspondence. 
“Her murderer said she was not 
sufficiently covered in her shalwar 
kameez [a traditional South Asian 
dress]. As I write in my book, 
the real ‘Burqavaganza’ was right 
there, just outside the theater 
door.”

For all its humor and high 
spirits, Burqavaganza has the 
potential to provoke questions as 
well as debate among the Bay Area 
audiences who come to see it. But 
that, enthuses Bennoune, is all to 
the good.

“The importance of a produc-
tion of this kind in the US now 
after the Boston bombings — 
when there is still such a limited 
space to offer a sharply critical yet 
non-discriminatory response to 
the terrible mentality that accom-
panies jihadism — cannot be 
overstated. After all, as Nadeem 
reminds us, ‘We all live in a 
Burqavaganza.’ ” 2

BuRqAvAgAnzA

Through June 2

Opens Thu/16, 8pm; runs Thu-Sat, 8pm; 
Sun, 3pm, $20

Brava Theater Center

2781 24th St, SF

www.brava.org
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theAteR
opening
Arcadia ACT’s Geary Theater, 415 Geary, SF; www.
act-sf.org. $20-95. Previews Thu/16-Sat/18, 8pm 
(also Sat/18, 2pm); Sun/19, 2pm. Opens Wed/22, 
8pm. Runs Tue-Sat, 8pm (also Wed and Sat, 
2pm; May 28 show at 7pm); Sun, 2pm (additional 
show May 26, 8pm). Through June 9. American 
Conservatory Theater performs Tom Stoppard’s 
literary romance.
Birds of a Feather New Conservatory Theatre 
Center, 25 Van Ness, SF; www.nctcsf.org. $25-45. 
Previews Fri/17-Sat/18, 8pm (also Sat/18, 2pm); 
Sun/19, 2pm. Opens Fri/24, 8pm. Runs Fri-Sat, 
8pm (also Sat, 2pm); Sun, 2pm. Through June 29. 
New Conservatory Theatre Center performs the San 
Francisco premiere of Marc Acito’s tale inspired by 
two gay penguins at the Central Park Zoo.
Burqavaganza Brava Theater Center, 2781 24th 
St, SF; www.brava.org. $20. Opens Thu/16, 8pm. 
Runs Thu-Sat, 8pm; Sun, 3pm. Through June 2. 
Brava! For Women in the Arts and RasaNova Theatre 
present Shahid Nadeem’s Bollywood-style “love 
story in the time of jihad.”
krispy kritters in the Scarlett night Exit on 
Taylor, 277 Taylor, SF; www.cuttingball.com. 
$10-50. Previews Fri/17-Sat/18, 8pm; Sun/19, 
5pm. Opens May 23, 7:30pm. Runs Thu, 7:30pm; 
Fri-Sat, 8pm (also Sat, 2pm; no shows June 8); 
Sun, 5pm. Through June 16. Cutting Ball Theater 
performs Andrew Saito’s Howl-inspired portrait of 
San Francisco.

ongoing
Acid Test: The many incarnations of Ram dass 
Marsh San Francisco, 1062 Valencia, SF; www.
themarsh.org. $15-50. Fri/17, 8pm; Sat/18, 5pm. 
Playwright Lynne Kaufman invites you to take a 
trip with Richard Alpert, a.k.a. Ram Dass (Warren 
David Keith), as he recounts times high and low in 
this thoughtful, funny, and sometimes unexpected 
biographical rumination on the quest for truth and 
meaning in a seemingly random life by one of the big 
wigs of the psychedelic revolution and (with his clas-
sic book, Be Here Now) contemporary Eastern-
looking spirituality. (Avila)
Black watch Drill Court, Armory Community 
Center, 333 14th St, SF; www.act-sf.org. $100. 
Tue-Sat, 8pm (also Wed and Sat, 2pm); Sun, 2pm. 
Through June 16. American Conservatory Theater 
presents the National Theatre of Scotland’s inter-
nationally acclaimed performance about Scottish 
soldiers serving in Iraq.
Boomeraging: From lSd to omG Marsh San 
Francisco, 1062 Valencia, SF; www.themarsh.org. 
$15-50. Tue, 8pm. Through May 28. Comedian Will 
Durst performs his brand-new solo show.
dirty dancing: live! Dark Room, 2263 Mission, 
SF; dirtydancinglive-fbe.eventbrite.com. $20. 
Fri-Sat, 8pm. Through May 25. Watermelons will be 
carried, lifts will be attempted, eyes will be hungry, 
and nobody better put Baby in a corner.
Foodies! The musical Shelton Theater, 533 
Sutter, SF; www.foodiesthemusical.com. $30-34. 
Fri-Sat, 8pm. Open-ended. AWAT Productions 
presents Morris Bobrow’s musical comedy revue all 
about food.
last love Mojo Theatre, 2940 16th St, SF; www.
mojotheatre.com. $17-30. Thu/16-Sun/19, 8pm. 
Will the apocalypse save us from ourselves? Mojo 
Theater again raises that question as it presents 
the second installment in director-playwright Peter 
Papadopoulos’ Love-Gone-Wrong-at-the-End-
of-the-World trilogy, the follow-up to last season’s 
fertile and funny Lost Love. The story centers on a 
George and Martha-esque couple, Charles (Jonathan 
Bender) and Lucida (Kimberly Lester), who on the 
eve of their fifth wedding anniversary declare all-out 
war, lobbing younger lovers at each other only to find 
their new partners (played by an increasingly endear-
ing Michael Saenz and an unexpectedly powerful 
Gloria McDonald) have a past together and unre-
solved issues of their own. The strength of the pro-
duction lies less in its premise than in the penetrat-
ing humor and emotional veracity in Papadopoulos’ 
sure, heightened dialogue. (Avila)
little me Eureka Theatre, 215 Jackson, SF; 
www.42ndstreetmoon.org. $25-75. Wed/15, 7pm; 
Thu/16-Fri/17, 8pm; Sat/18, 6pm; Sun/19, 3pm. 
42nd Street Moon performs Neil Simon’s outra-
geous musical.

The lost Folio: Shakespeare’s musicals Un-
Scripted Theater, 533 Sutter, Second Flr, SF; 
www.un-scripted.com. $10-20. Thu/16-Sat/18, 
8pm. Un-Scripted Theater Company performs a 
fully-improvised, full-length musical inspired by 
Shakespeare.
The merry wives of windsor Buriel Clay Theater, 
African American Art and Culture Complex, 762 
Fulton, SF; www.african-americanshakes.org. 
$10-35. Sat, 8pm; Sun, 3pm. Through May 26. 
African-American Shakespeare Company performs 
a twist on the Shakespeare classic, set in an urban 
neighborhood in the 1950s.
“PlayGround Festival of new works” Various 
venues, SF and Berk; www.playground-sf.org. $15-
40. Through May 26. The 17th fest presented by 
“San Francisco’s incubator for a new generation of 
playwrights” includes the PlayGround Film Festival, 
staged readings of four new full-length plays, a fully-
produced program of six short plays, panel discus-
sions, and more.
Sex and the city: liVE! Rebel, 1760 Market, SF; 
trannyshack.com/sexandthecity. $25. Wed, 7 and 
9pm. Open-ended. Why was Sex and the City 
not conceived of as a drag show in the first place? 
Velvet Rage Productions mounts two verbatim 
episodes from the widely adored cable show, with 
Trannyshack’s Heklina in a smashing portrayal of 
SJP’s Carrie; D’Arcy Drollinger stealing much of 
the show as ever-randy Samantha; Lady Bear as 
an endearingly out-to-lunch Miranda; and ever 
assured, quick-witted Trixxie Carr as pent-up 
Charlotte. (Avila)
Steve Seabrook: Better Than you Marsh San 
Francisco, 1062 Valencia, SF; www.themarsh.org. 
$15-50. Thu/16, 8pm; Sat/18, 8:30pm. The bit-
ter fruit of the personal growth industry may sound 
overly ripe for the picking, but Kurt Bodden’s deftly 
executed “seminar” and its behind-the-scenes 
reveals, directed by Mark Kenward, explore the 
terrain with panache, cool wit, and shrewd charac-
terization. As both writer and performer, Bodden 
keeps his Steve Seabrook just this side of overly 
sensational or maudlin, a believable figure, finally, 
whose all-too-ordinary life ends up something of a 
modest model of its own. (Avila)
Talk Radio Actors Theatre of San Francisco, 855 
Bush, SF; www.actorstheatresf.org. $26-38. Wed-
Sat, 8pm. Through June 15. Actors Theatre of San 
Francisco performs Eric Bogosian’s breakthrough 
1987 drama.
Tinsel Tarts in a Hot coma: The next cockettes 
musical Hypnodrome, 575 10th St, SF; www.
thrillpeddlers.com. $30-35. Thu-Sat, 8pm. 
Extended through June 29. This is Thrillpeddlers’ 
third Cockettes revival, a winning streak that started 
with Pearls Over Shanghai. While not quite as 
frisky or imaginative as the production of Pearls, 
it easily charms with its fine songs, nifty routines, 
exquisite costumes, steady flashes of wit, less 
consistent flashes of flesh, and de rigueur irrever-
ence. (Avila)
The waiting Period Marsh San Francisco, 1062 
Valencia, SF; www.themarsh.org. $25-50. Fri/17, 
8pm; Sat/18, 5pm. Brian Copeland (comedian, TV 
and radio personality, and creator-performer of the 
long-running solo play Not a Genuine Black Man) 
returns to the Marsh with a new solo, this one based 
on more recent and messier events in Copeland’s life. 
It’s a worthy aim but only a fitfully engaging piece, 
since as drama it remains thin, standing at perhaps 
too respectful a distance from the convoluted tor-
ment and alienation at its center. Note: review from 
an earlier run of the same production. (Avila)
Vital Signs: The Pulse of an American nurse 
Marsh San Francisco, 1062 Valencia, SF; www.
themarsh.org. $15-50. Sun, 7pm. Through June 
16. Registered nurse Alison Whittaker returns to the 
Marsh with her behind-the-scenes show about work-
ing in a hospital. 2

stAge listings Birds of a feather 
    photo by lois tema photography
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375 ELEVENTH ST.
415-626-1409

ADVANCE TIX @
WWW.DNALOUNGE.COM

FRIDAY MAY 17

BLACK COBRA 
VIPERS
TALK OF SHAMANS
POSOLE

SUNDAY MAY 19 - 730 PM

DILLINGER ESCAPE 
PLAN

WEDNESDAY MAY 22

HANZEL UND GRETYL
THURSDAY MAY 23

VICTORIA & THE 
VAUDEVILLAINS
UNWOMAN
THE BLAH BOUTIQUE

THURSDAY MAY 30 - 730 PM

COMEBACK KID

TUESDAY JUNE 4

FEAR FACTORY 
W. HATE ETERNAL

FRIDAY JUNE 7 

ONE MORE TIME 
(DAFT PUNK TRIBUTE)

SUNDAY JUNE 9

THE ROAD TO 
MAYHEM FESTIVAL

ALL SHOWS ALL AGES

rsvp@slate-sf.com

WEDNESDAY
5.15

FRIDAY
5.17

SATURDAY
5.18

BEER PONG 
TOURNAMENT
DANCE KARAOKE WITH

(NO COVER)

DARLING NIKKI AND 
SHIPS IN THE NIGHT
A GAY SOIREE ON THE LOVE BOAT, 
BENEFITING HEALING WATERS 
WILDERNESS ADVENTURE

SMITHS NIGHT SF
80’S, NEW WAVE, INDIE AND 
CLUB BANGERS
SHE SAID
EVERY THIRD SUNDAY FUNDAY 
A QUEER AFFAIR

THURSDAY
5.16

SATURDAY
5.19

By Matt Fisher
arts@sfbg.com

VISUAL ART It’s art fair time again. 
Last year there were three, this year 
there are only two, though it looks 
like artMRKT, which is taking over 
now defunct SF Fine Art Fair’s slot 
at Fort Mason, has pretty much 
absorbed the former’s area galleries. 
ArtPadSF, the more festive of the two 
fairs, will again be renting out all the 
rooms at the Tenderloin’s Phoenix 
hotel. (Both fairs run Thu/16-
Sun/19). I can’t help but wonder, 
will there be synchronized swim-
ming again in the pool this year?

Say what you will about whether 
or not art fairs are a reasonable way 
to actually engage artworks in a 
serious way (read: they’re not), they 
do offer exposure to people that are 
worth knowing more about. With 
that in mind, here’s our locals only 
guide to Bay area artists — some 
emerging, some established — whose 
work you can catch at the fairs.

artPadsF
AndRew BenSon, 
JohAnSSon PRoJecTS
Benson’s sometimes gooey, some-
times crunkly digital video/experi-
mental software work breathes some 
ragged, frenetic energy into the stan-
dard trope of “relationships between 
the body and technology.” His piece 
is scheduled to be projected from the 
Phoenix onto the six-story building 
next door at 8pm, Thu/16-Sat/18.

JUSTIne FRISchmAnn, 
UnSPeAkABLe PRoJecTS
Frischmann’s paintings look like 
something that one of those spiders 
on Benzedrine would make. If it lived 
inside an Etch A Sketch. And used 
neon spray paint. During a dust storm. 
Trust me, these are compliments.

dAVId heVeL, mARx & ZAVATTeRo
Hevel makes collaged sculptures and 
sharp pop abstract paintings, usually 
riffing on American celebrity. His work 
at the fair will be very MTV 1983.

ScoTT hoVe, SPoke ART
Will Oaklander Hove be showing 
one of his intensely drugged up 
fanged wall cakes, a knotted rope 
work installation, or a surreal-
ism-on-meth painting? Yeah, it all 
sounds good to me, too.

JASon kALogIRoS,
QUeen’S nAILS gALLeRy
Kalogiros makes edgy, dense, cerebral, 
photo-based works, lately by manipu-
lating found commercial images. I’m 

hoping to see a couple from his series 
of Cartier and Bvlgari watches.

ed LoFTUS, gRegoRy LInd gALLeRy
Loftus does photorealism pretty 
much the right way, by marrying 
intense attention to detail with an 
obsessive and neurotic subject mat-
ter that crawls under your skin ever 
deeper the more time you spend 
with it. While you’re in Gregory 
Lind’s space, also check out Thomas 
Campbell and Jovi Schnell.

mATT momchILoV,
UnSPeAkABLe PRoJecTS
Momchilov queers punk and rock 
fandom in the traditional sense of 
the word, meaning his paintings 
and sculpture snatch and redirect 
standard accoutrements of punk 
fanboys and girls to point that hard-
core laser focus in new directions 
and at more fey subjects.

gRegg RenFRow, Toomey-ToUReLL
I won’t blame you one bit if you 
try to lick Renfrow’s luminous, 
vibrating color field abstractions. 
His meticulous, precise, wondrous 
paintings are like visual everlasting 
gobstoppers, and I fully expect that 
by the time I see ‘em, they’ll have a 
layer of saliva all over.

artMrKt
JohnnA ARnoLd, 
TRAywIck conTemPoRARy
The fair’s Collector’s Lounge will 

be showing Arnold’s video created 
to accompany the richly saturated, 
haunting landscape photos that will 
be showing offsite at the gallery.

cARoL IneZ chARney, 
SLATe conTemPoRARy
Charney’s complex photographs 
were the single most outstanding 
thing I saw last year at ArtPad. 
That’s complex like a personality, 
not like your taxes. A year later, I’m 
prepared for the brainfreeze again.

AmAndA cURReRI, RomeR yoUng
Curreri’s precisely conceived con-
ceptual color and abstract works 
are subtle in that they tend to yield 
only small nibbles at first pass, but 
they’re deceptive that way, and usu-
ally end up smacking you around by 
the time it’s all over.

LAURen dIcIoccIo, 
JAck FIScheR gALLeRy
DiCioccio has recently been apply-
ing her super-meticulous needlework 
to fastidiously x-ing out individual 
letters in pages of books, as an act 
of both scrutiny and physical redac-
tion of the received, mediated world.

JoShUA hAgLeR,
JAck FIScheR gALLeRy
Somewhere in the Hamptons sum-
mer home where Glenn Brown and 
Lucian Freud are renting with Mark 
Tansey and Matthew Day Jackson, 
Hagler is stoned on the couch mak-
ing fart noises with his armpits. 
That is also a compliment.

cLAIRe RoJAS, gALLeRy PAUL AngLIm
Sure Gallery Paul Anglim shows 
Barry McGee, but I’ll be looking 
at the Rojas paintings, whose hard 
edge and off-kilter abstractions of 
interior architectural spaces are 
spot-on and mesmerizing.

dIAne RoSenBLUm, 
SLATe conTemPoRARy
Rosenblum switches up hyperana-
lytical and conceptual works that 
incorporate research, crowdsourced 
interactions, and photography. I’m 
hoping to see images from a series 
of recent photos that work in Flickr 
comments into the image.

dAnA hART STone, BRIAn gRoSS
I can’t wait to examine Hart Stone’s 
paintings up close, which in the past 
have been made by repeatedly trans-
ferring or printing antique images 
in rows onto canvas. Also at Brian 
Gross are Bay Area stalwarts Roy de 
Forest and Robert Arneson. 2

www.art-mrkt.com/sf; www.artpadsf.com

Fair play
notable locals at 

artmkT and ArtPadSF

arts + culture 
Joshua hagler’s Abduction of 
dAniel boone’s dAughter by the 
indiAns (toP); lauren dicioccio’s 
AmericA on AmericAns.

http://www.dnalounge.com
http://www.slate-sf.com
http://www.sfbg.com/category/topic/tofu-and-whiskey
http://www.mezzaninesf.com/calendar.asp
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BY NICOLE GLUCKSTERN
arts@sfbg.com

LIT If the intrinsic value of an ephemeral experience is 
its very impermanence, then attempting to capture it for 
posterity is an exercise fraught with peril. No sanitized 
textbook description of such chaos-driven movements 
as Dada, Situationism, and Fluxus could ever hope to 
capture the raw vibrancy of being a part of the action, 
and the true value of such movements has really never 
been in spectating, but from the transformation experi-
enced by the participants while pushing their personal 
boundaries.

With that caveat in 
mind, the gorgeously-ren-
dered, scrap-and-patchwork 
anthology Tales of the San 
Francisco Cacophony Society
(Last Gasp, 300 pp., $39.95) 
does a pretty good job of 
conveying not just the exter-
nal hi-jinks of a group bound 
together by a yen for the 
unpredictable, but also the 
internal philosophical trajec-
tory of many of its members.

Designed to resemble a 
hardbound EC Comics col-
lection, boldly adorned with 
a zombie-green, six-fingered 
hand further deformed by 
the presences of a bloodshot, 
unblinking eye smack in the 
middle of its lined palm, Tales 
of the San Francisco Cacophony 
Society is a collaborative effort 
between key cacophonists 
Kevin Evans, Carrie Galbraith, 
John Law, and, in a sense, the whole of the multi-faceted, 
loosely-knit “society” which ebbed and flowed through the 
secret pathways and deep underground spaces of the Bay 
Area and beyond from 1986 through the mid-aughts.

The comprehensive yet quirky tome gathers together 
an abundance of flyers, photographs, descriptions of 
momentous pranks and experiential escapades, and 
newspaper columns documenting such shenanigans as 
a Thomas Pynchon Walking Tour; the bunker-squat-
ting “Atomic Café”; bridge-climbing; sewer-spelunking; 
art-car parades; a hide-and-chase game of “Smuggler” at 
Fisherman’s Wharf; and a rowdy afternoon of shopping 
cart sled-racing known as the Urban Iditarod. Strewn 
with colorful collages of ephemerabilia designed by 
Galbraith and brightly illustrated “Cacophony Factoids” 
by Evans, the densely-layered visuals bear a whiff of the 
cheerfully Dada-tastic aesthetic of counter-culture clas-
sic The Book of the SubGenius as well as the Cacophony 
Society’s own former newsletter of events, Rough Draft.

Birthed from the relatively short-lived but highly 
influential prankster cadre the Suicide Club, which oper-
ated from 1977 to 1982, the Cacophony Society itself has 
“spawned” a veritable pantheon of offbeat occurrences 
such as SantaCon, the Bay to Breakers Salmon Run, and 
that bloated megalopolis of arts festivals, Burning Man. In 
fact, it’s difficult to imagine a San Francisco without the 
insidious influence of an organization dubbed “the Merry 
Pranksters of the 1990s.” Even organizations and events 
(local and national) not specifically born of the society 

such as Improv Everywhere, Atlas Obscura, the Yes Men, 
and the Maker Faire bear its imprint: a sense of irreverence 
combined with a belief in the possible.

“There wasn’t anything that we could think of that 
we couldn’t figure out how to do,” reminisces Galbraith 
— who is notably the original instigator of the organiza-
tions’ iconic, unmediated Zone Trips (which came to 
include the first expedition to Black Rock Desert with 
Larry Harvey’s “man” in tow). This sentiment is echoed 
by Evans when asked his opinion on the key traits shared 
by cacophonists, “curiosity, creativity, a deep appreciation 
of the absurd and the silly, [and] an addiction to making 

something from nothing”.
Although the idea of a 

book about Cacophony had 
been floated around as early 
as the mid-’90s, it wasn’t 
until Evans called a meeting 
between some of his former 
cacophony comrades in 2010 
that the idea began to take a 
concrete shape. A Bay Area-
based fine artist and illustra-
tor, Evans came to the meet-
ing with an already thought-
out concept for a “visual 
history” of the Cacophony 
Society, and though most of 
the other people at that first 
meeting decided against par-
ticipating, Galbraith, who has 
a master’s degree in book arts, 
jumped onboard, eventually 
spearheading the layout and 
working most closely with 
publisher Last Gasp on the 
final incarnation.

Joining the project soon 
after Evans and Galbraith got rolling, John Law — a 
founding member of the Cacophony Society, and a long-
time member of the Suicide Club before it — brought his 
extensive archive of flyers, newsletters, and more to the 
mix, and, with Galbraith, provided much of the writ-
ten content. In the end the grueling, three-way editorial 
process became less about finding enough material for a 
book, but whittling all the available material down to 300 
pages, a process Law likens to lopping off fingers.

“We could have compiled a thousand-page book with-
out repeating anything, or becoming dull,” he muses rue-
fully by email. “My hope is that others who were involved 
will write their own books about the period.”

Until that happens, however, pranksters, subver-
sives, free spirits, and urban explorers alike will want to 
go ahead and splurge on a copy of The Tales of the San 
Francisco Cacophony Society. And remember, though now 
technically defunct, the society has always been open to 
all. You may already be a member. 2

TALES OF THE SAN FRANCISCO CACOPHONY SOCIETY

Thu/16, 7pm, free  Sun/19, 6pm, free

City Lights   Green Apple Books

261 Columbus, SF  506 Clement, SF

www.citylights.com  www.greenapplebooks.com

For more readings and related events, including a May 31 
party at the Castro Theatre, visit www.lastgasp.com or 
www.talesofsfcacophony.com.

ARTS + CULTURE LIT

Joyful noise
CHAOS COMPENDIUM: 
TALES ’ COMICS-INSPIRED COVER ART

http://www.bluebearmusic.org/benefit
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SportS
participatory
102nd Bay to Breakers:

Bay to Breakers Greater Body Expo:

Bike-in Movie Night: Premium Rush

course of the Force:
Star Wars

Downtown San Francisco Kayak trip:

Family Kayak trip:

Golden Gate triathalon:

tour du Fromage 2013:

Valor Games Far West:

oNGoiNG
air conditioning:

air core:

critical Mass:

San Francisco Dolphin South End running club 
Weekly runs:

2

By L.E. LEoNE
Le.chicken.farmer@yahoo.com

IN THE GAME It’s not kickball; it’s 
matball. Which looks a lot like kick-
ball, with one big difference: You 
can have more than one runner at 
a time on any given base. You can 
have up to three, but if a fourth is 
incoming, someone’s got to go.

You don’t have to stop run-
ning, either, when you reach home, 
in some versions of the game. You 
can keep going — back to first, and 
around the bases again. In gym class, 
this was a way to make kids run laps 
without quite exactly knowing it.

Here in the adult world it’s just 
good, clean chaos. Jay Li uses that 
word a lot — chaos — talking about 
his co-ed pickup kickball scene.

“That’s the reason we’re playing 
at Dolores Park,” he said. “You have 
people, and other variables, that you 
can’t predict.”

“Like the volleyball net in left 
field?” I asked.

“That’s one of the variables,” he 
said.

The volleyball net went up in the 
fourth inning. Someone came, set it 
up, and then didn’t play. After grum-
bling a bit, the matballers turned it 
into a home run fence. A very shal-
low one. A “mesh monster” of sorts.

Other variables are self-imposed. 
There are no force-outs, for example. 
You have to either hit or touch the 
runner with the ball, between bases. 
Or, of course, catch it.

The kicking team supplies its own 
pitcher. And the kicker gets to choose 
from a whole menu of balls that lie 
scattered about the pitcher’s feet. 
There was a giant one, a tiny one, and 
a couple of different midrange sizes.

My favorite of Li’s innovations, 
though, is his loose interpretation of 
the basepath. Twice during the game 
runners, thinking they were out, left 
the field of play ... only to find they 
had in fact not been called out; nor 
were they out for leaving the base-
path. And, thanks to Li’s leniency, 
they had every right in the world to 
try and get back safely. Neverminding 
that the base, by that time, was being 
guarded by a defender with a ball.

Hilarity ensued. In one instance, 
a couple offensive teammates came 
charging from the sidelines toward 
the base, like pulling guards and 
tackles, to block for the poor, dis-
placed baserunner.

Watching from the hill, with 
a picnic, I almost choked on my 
chicken I was laughing so hard.

“That’s the whole idea,” Li said 
later, when I asked about this par-
ticular play. “It hasn’t happened 
that much, but when it does, I let it 
happen. It’s entertaining. People get 
creative.”

Matball is not a low-scoring 
game. The score was 14-0 before the 
first out was recorded. It was 15-14 
at the end of the first inning — at 
which point they decided to move 
the bases back a little.

Li, an energetic, easy-going, back-
wards-hatted commissioner, moder-
ates the game, photographs the beje-
sus out of it, and fills in for anyone 
who has to leave early or turns their 
ankle. He also buys drinks — alcoholic 
or not — for the winning team after.

Before Li’s Meetup group, Bay 
Area Kickball, formed a couple years 
ago, he played on a team in a league. 
“I found the game a little too serious. 
A little too much alcohol,” he said. 
“It wasn’t that much fun for me.” 

Now, once or twice a month, he 
sets up these more casual (and more 
sober) coed games through Meetup. 
If under 25 people show, they play 
kickball. If more than 25, matball.

The one I saw ... there was a good 
mix of men and women, serious ath-
letes and beginners. One with keys 
jangling from his belt loop, others 
in cleats. In truth, the athleticism 
surprised me. I saw one guy run with 
the ball from centerfield all the way 
to home plate to bean someone just 
as they were about to score.

“As long as there are people 
who can play very well, it kind of 
keeps the game going, and keeps it 
interesting,” Li said. “I’m trying to 
balance all these things.”

He’s doing a good job. 
Impressively, with all that scoring, 
and all the chaos, plus the almost-
arbitrary divide of serious athletes 
and just-for-funners, it was, in the 
end, a one-run game.

The team called Cannibal 
Sheep won, 36-35. But the losers, 
the Winners, had the tying run on 
2nd base when the final out was 
recorded.

Oh, and by the way, that “final 
out” was the fifth, not the third. You 
get five outs in the ninth inning, so 
long as both teams agree to it.

Then, before the bar, both teams 
pile up together for a group photo 
for the Web page. Which, in this 
case — as the only member of the 
press present — I had the honor to 
snap. Check it out. 2

www.meetup.com/BayAreaKickball

artS + cuLturE SportS

Just for kicks

http://www.elriosf.com/
http://www.thechapelsf.com
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2247 Market Street•hitopssf.com
   Mon-Wed 4pM - Midnight • thurs-Fri 4 pM - 2 aM • sat 11 aM - 2 aM • sun 11 aM - Midnight

“Hi Tops is San Francisco’s first sports bar for the gay community. Located in the heart of the Castro, 
we are all about having a great time with fun people in the best neighborhood in the city.”

BY CAITLIN DONOHUE
caitlin@sfbg.com

SEX Speaking as a media profes-
sional who has been subject the 
past month to her PR push for this 
year’s Sex Worker Film and Arts 
Festival (Sat/18-May 26), let me 
tell you that Carol “Scarlet Harlot” 
Leigh will stop at nothing to raise 
awareness about sex worker’s 
rights.

But she has a lot to talk about. 
The festival’s eighth incarnation 
is one of the biggest yet, featuring 
films curated by Laure McElroy, 
member of POOR Magazine’s 
board of directors, and “Whore’s 
Bath”, a spa day for sex work-
ers (Sun/19) that was the brain 
child of Leigh’s co-organizer Erica 
Fabulous. Film screenings (includ-
ing a mini-film fest May 25 at the 
Roxie), panel discussions, empow-
erment workshops, and perfor-
mance events abound.

Leigh says the festival, 
inspired in part by the sex worker 
events organized by India’s Durbar 
Mahila Samanwaya Committee, is 
meant as a repository for the for-
midable creative output by mem-
bers of the world’s oldest profes-
sion, but also as a bid for greater 
visibility for sex workers.

“I look around me and see 
lots of people with so much to be 
proud of in their skills, talents, 
wisdom, persistence, and generos-
ity,” says Leigh. 2

www.sexworkerfest.com

ARTS + CULTURE SEX

No justice, no piece

TOP PICKS AT THE 
SEX WORKER FEST
“Whorecast” Live! Sat/18, 8pm, 
$10-50 sliding scale. Center for Sex 
and Culture, 3149 Mission, SF. Ira 
Glass may have effectively barred sex 
activist Siouxsie Q from calling her 
sex worker podcast “This American 
Whore”, but under its current 
moniker the show is just as smart 
and sparkling. In this live edition, 
our host interviews queer porn stars 
James Darling, Courtney Trouble, and 
more.
“Oral Services” Thu/16, 7pm, $5-
20 sliding scale. Center for Sex and 
Culture, 3149 Mission, SF. Author 
of vaunted sex work novel Sub Rosa
Amber Lynn will use her ginger locks 
to seduce you into acquiescence 
at this night of spoken word — the 
fest’s first ever — by sexy pros. She’s 
joined onstage by Brontez Purnell, 
Rhiannon Argo, Juba Kalamka, and 
other authors who’ve turned a trick or 
two thousand on their life’s path.

Whorrific Popcorn Theatre Bus May 
24, 7pm cabaret $15, 9:30pm bus 
$30, both $35-50. Meet at Center 
for Sex and Culture, 3149 Mission, 
SF. “We did decide not to be too 
wild, so there is no sex on the bus, 
because Mariko’s dad will be there,” 
clarifies Leigh about this performance 
cabaret followed by a three-hour 
mystery tour around the city hosted 
by Mariko Passion (whose one-woman 
Modern Day Asian Sex Slavery: The 
Musical played the festival back 
in 2011.) “Well, maybe a little lap 
dancing would be okay.” We can tell 
you that after this evening, you’ll 
be a lot more familiar with the local 
habitués of SF sex workers. And 
perhaps someone’s lap.

INCREDIBLE 
EDIBLE 
AKYNOS 
STARS IN 
‘WHORE 
LOGIC’ AT 
THE ROXIE 
MAY 25

http://www.hitopssf.com
http://www.livenation.com/Punch-Line-Comedy-Club-San-Francisco-tickets-San-Francisco/venue/229425
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YERBA BUENA CENTER FOR THE ARTS //  YBCA.ORG //  415 .978 .ARTS

Zhou Xiaohu, The Crawl of Bystanders (detail), 2003-2005
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THE SENSATIONAL FILMS OF SHINTOHO

sfbg.com/pixel_vision
arts & culture

WEDNESDAY 15
Information Technology Talk 

Oakland Walking Tour , 

THURSDAY 16
Jaron Lanier: “Who Owns the Future?” 

FRIDAY 17
Fun Times with Friends

World Congress on Qigong and Tradition 
Chinese Medicine 

SATURDAY 18
Little Paper Planes store opening 

 Festival of the Silk Road

Ferry Plaza Farmer’s Market Birthday Bash

“The Whole Enchihuahua” 

SUNDAY 19
Amgen Tour of California 2013

TUESDAY 21
Feast of Words

2

ARTS + cUlTURE oN THE cHEAp

SpIcE Up YoUR SATURDAY WITH SomE DoggIE STYlE AT THE SpcA’S ANNUAl
“WHolE ENcHIHUAHUA” PHOTO COURTESY OF KIRA STACKHOUSE

http://www.ybca.org/
http://www.sfbg.com/pixel_vision
http://www.brickandmortarmusic.com
http://www.thenewparish.com
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Upcoming
guardian

special issues

for advertising inqUiries
contact admanagers@ sfbg.com 

or call 415.487.4600

nUde beaches
jUly 17

sUmmer fairs
may 22

qUeer pride
jUne 26

ADVANCE TICKETS
www.browNpApErTICKETS.Com

ELbo room IS LoCATED AT
647 VALENCIA NEAr 17Th

fri
5/17
10pm

$12 ADV
$15 Door

sat
5/18
10pm
$10

wed
5/15

9pm $10

sun
5/19
9pm
FrEE

bEForE
9:30pm
$6 AFTEr

thu
5/16

9:30pm
$8

UpComINg
ThU 5/23 AFroLICIoUS
FrI 5/24 120 mINUTES: mATEr SUSpIrIA VISIoN
SAT 5/25 ZombIE prom
SUN 5/26 DUb mISSIoN: TwILIghT CIrCUS,
  roommATE, Dj SEp

boUrgEoIS proDUCTIoNS prESENTS

mISTEr LoVELESS
TEENAgE SwEATEr,
hAppY FANgS,
hErE ComE DoTS
AFro-TropI-ELECTrIC-SAmbA-FUNK

AFroLICIoUS
wITh DjS/hoSTS

pLEASUrEmAKEr
& SENor oZ, pLUS gUEST

Dj ANToNIo gUEDES (brAZA!)
AND rESIDENT pErCUSSIoNISTS

EArShoT ENTErTAINmENT prESENTS

“ThE SoCIAL” wITh

b SIDE pLAYErS
AND Dj ALFIE 1 bATErIA
SpINNINg 60S SoUL 45S

SATUrDAY NIghT
SoUL pArTY wITh DjS

LUCKY, pAUL pAUL,
phENgrEN oSwALD
($5 DISCoUNT IN SEmI-FormAL ATTIrE)

DUb mISSIoN
prESENTS ThE bEST IN DUb, DUbSTEp, 
rooTS & DANCEhALL wITh

Dj SEp AND j boogIE
(DUbTroNIC SCIENCE/om)

opEN 5 pm-2 Am

brAZILIAN wAx FAT TUESDAYS
CArNAVAL wArm Up wITh

TAmborES jULIo
rEmELExo!
pLUS DjS LUCIo K & CArIoCA
AND hoST p-ShoT
ELbo room prESENTS

TwIN TrILogY
Tomb wEAVErS
(bUrgEr rECorDS),

ANDrEw grAhAm & 
SwArmINg brANCh,
grEg AShLEY

MOn
5/20

tue
5/21

9pm $7

wed
5/22

9pm $7

Fashion. Street art. 
Sex. Beyond. 
Caitlin Donohue’s 
column Street
Seen is here, 
read up.

BY CHERYL EDDY
cheryl@sfbg.com

FILM San Francisco has a lot of film 
festivals (understatement of the 
millennium), but none until now 
can claim to show “films from the 
roof of the world.” The first annual 
Himalayan Film Festival kicks off 
this week with screenings in San 
Francisco, Oakland, and Berkeley. 
Opening night features the West 
Coast premiere of Leon Stuparich’s 
Road to Peace, a doc that follows 
the Dalai Lama on his 2008 tour of 
the UK.

The timing of the visit coincides 
with a period of unrest in Lhasa, so 
the trip takes on an unexpectedly 
political tone, with reporters press-
ing His Holiness to speak about “the 
Tibetan problem.” Which he does 
(advocating for “meaningful auton-
omy” instead of complete indepen-
dence from China, and emphasizing 
the need for “a realistic approach” 
to the conflict), though he nudges 
his message toward broader themes: 
universal responsibility, religious 
harmony, cultural preservation, the 
environment, and so forth.

In his wake, he leaves a trail 
of teary-eyed, thoroughly chuffed 
Brits, including Absolutely Fabulous’
Joanna Lumley, and proves once 
again to be one of the world’s most 
laid-back leaders, with an easy 
chuckle that puts awed audiences 
at ease. No wonder he’s such a fre-
quent, favorite subject for documen-
tarians like Stuparich; to that end, if 
you’ve seen a previous film on the 
Dalai Lama, this genial travelogue is 
likely to feel somewhat familiar.

More unusual subject matter is 
explored in Himalayan Gold Rush,
which manages to overcome its 
stiff, National Geographic-ish narra-
tion with a gripping narrative and 
quite a bit of spectacular scenery. 

Director Eric Valli travels to rural 
Nepal to investigate the lucra-
tive yartsa gunbu, or “Himalayan 
Viagra” trade. Derived from a fun-
gus-and-caterpillar situation that 
only occurs 5,000 meters above sea 
level, it’s “worth more than gold” to 
herbal-remedy shops that cater to 
rich Chinese clients.

Medicinal claims aside, much 
of its value is due to the fact that 
it’s incredibly rare, as well as back-
breakingly difficult to harvest. 
Himalayan Gold Rush zeroes in on a 
few different foot soldiers, including 
a father with two young sons who 
worries about the mountains’ rap-
idly dwindling yartsa supply — even 
as he gambles away the family’s 
meager earnings in a dice game — 
and a man who rides from camp to 
camp, buying the crop to sell to his 
boss, an exporter, in Kathmandu. 
This, too, is perilous work, with 
armed guards necessary to protect 
large parcels of the precious stuff, 
which to the untrained eye resem-
bles dried-up tequila worms.

An entirely different Nepalese 
story unfolds in The Sari Soldiers,
a 2008 film that focuses on the 
country’s turbulent political unrest 
in 2005-2006. It begins with a 

reminder about the 2001 Nepalese 
royal massacre, in which the coun-
try’s crown prince shot and killed 
nine of his family members, then 
himself — or so goes the official 
version of the controversial tragedy 
(where’s the documentary on that,
by the way?) It then explains how 
the slain king’s unpopular brother 
ascended to the throne, and a few 
years later, amid a Maoist insur-
gency, claimed “absolute power” 
for himself.

With this chaos forming a 
potent backdrop, The Sari Soldiers 
highlights six women whose differ-
ent viewpoints make for a remark-
ably even-handed doc. Not only 
does filmmaker Julie Bridgham 
make great use of handheld footage 
taken amid tense, anti-monarchy 
student demonstrations, she inter-
views both a Maoist soldier and a 
Royal Nepalese Army soldier. Most 
powerfully, she traces the struggles 
of a human-rights lawyer who 
advocates for the country’s alarm-
ing number of people who’ve been 
“disappeared” by the government, 
including the 15-year-old daughter 
of another of Bridgham’s subjects.

Other intriguing entries in the 
small but promising Himalayan 
Film Festival line-up include anoth-
er doc about the Nepalese civil war, 
Beneath Everest: Nepal Reform; a doc 
about Tibetan athletes’ attempts to 
earn representation at the Beijing 
Olympics, Leaving Fear Behind
— whose director was jailed because 
of the film; and, among a handful 
of narrative works, Old Dog, about a 
family at odds over the treatment of 
their much-cherished dog (a Tibetan 
Mastiff, natch). 2

HIMALAYAN FILM FESTIVAL

Wed/15-Sun/19, $10

Various venues

www.himalayanfilmfest.com

FILM 
DIGGING FOR 
TREASURE: 
HIMALAYAN 
GOLD RUSH

Get 
high

http://www.sfbg.com/category/topic/street-seen
http://www.elbo.com/
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OpeninG
The Iceman 

Embarcadero, Shattuck.
Midnight’s Children Water

Midnight’s 
Children

Opera Plaza, 
Shattuck, Smith Rafael.
Something in the Air 

Apres Mai

Opera Plaza, Shattuck.
Star Trek Into Darkness 
Balboa, Presidio.
Stories We Tell 

Take This Waltz)

film listinGs the way we were? sarah pOlley’s StorieS We tell Opens fri/17.
photo by ken woroner

Stories We Tell 

Stories We Tell

Stories We Tell

Embarcadero, Shattuck, Smith Rafael.
Sun Don’t Shine 

(Upstream Color)

Roxie.

OnGOinG
Aftershock 

Aftershock

The Great Gatsby 

Django Unchained

Romeo + Juliet — 

California, Four Star, Marina, 1000 
Van Ness, Presidio, SF Center, Sundance 
Kabuki, Vogue.
Kon-Tiki 
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Kon-Tiki

Albany, Embarcadero, Piedmont.
Love is All You Need 

After the 
Wedding Brothers In a Better 
World

Embarcadero, Shattuck. 
Scatter My Ashes at Bergdorf’s 

Scatter My Ashes 

Clay. 2

film listings

ARTISTS’ TELEVISION ACCESS 

BALBOA 
Rockshow: Paul McCartney and 

Wings 
CASTRO 

Happy Together 
Fallen Angels 

The Bad News Bears 
Gummo 

The Garbage Pail Kids Movie 

Rear Window 
Body Double 

Oz: The Great and Powerful 

Stoker 
Shadow of a Doubt 
CHRISTOPHER B. SMITH RAFAEL FILM CENTER 

The Angels’ 
Share 
Blancanieves 

In the House 
 The Reluctant Fundamentalist 

Renoir 
Rockshow: Paul 

McCartney and Wings 
Midnight’s Children 

Stories We Tell 

Giselle

“HIMALAYAN FILM FESTIVAL” 

JOE GOODE ANNEX 

MECHANICS’ INSTITUTE 

The Goddess 
NEW PARKWAY 

Shaun of the Dead 
Foxy Brown 

NINTH STREET INDEPENDENT FILM CENTER 
The 

Space Invaders: In Search of Lost Time 

PACIFIC FILM ARCHIVE 

ROXIE 
The Source 

Family 
Upstream Color 

Bewitched 
Five 

Undertow 
Shakedown Pickup 

Wicked Woman 
All Night Long 

Sweet Smell of 
Success 
Female on the Beach 

Autumn Leaves 
Killer at Large 

Key Witness 
The Tattooed Stranger 

My Gun is Quick 
Sun Don’t Shine 

SAN FRANCISCO STATE UNIVERSITY 

YERBA BUENA CENTER FOR THE ARTS 

The 
Horizon Glitters Vampire 
Bride Ghost Cat of 
Otama Pond 2

rep clock

http://sexworkerfest.com/


2011 GMC Sierra 2500HD Denali, AWD, 
Duramax Diesel, automatic, lifted, 28880 
miles, black, leather, navigation, excellent 
condition, warranty, $18600, dbea@net-
scape.com
DONATE YOUR CAR – Fast Free Towing 24 hr. 
Response - Tax Deduction. UNITED  BREAST 
CANCER FOUNDATION.  Providing Free Mam-
mograms & Breast Cancer Info  888-792-1675  
(Cal-SCAN)
DONATE YOUR CAR, truck or boat to Heritage 
for the Blind. Free 3 Day Vacation, Tax 
Deductible, Free Towing, All Paperwork Taken 
Care Of. 888-902-6851. (Cal-SCAN)

Be a part of the Future!! 
Green Energy Firm has Openings Now. 
Training provided
Expanding throughout NA
Advancement
$800 weekly average
Call today for an interview
Students 18+ welcome for FT summer work
415-645-6479 San Fran
650-238-5400 San Bruno
$$$HELP WANTED$$$ Extra Income! As-
sembling CD cases from Home! No Experi-
ence Necessary! Call our Live Operators 
Now! 1-800-405-7619 EXT 2450 
http://www.easywork-greatpay.com (AAN 
CAN)
Help Wanted! make extra money in our 
free ever popular homemailer program, in-
cludes valuable guidebook! Start immedi-
ately! Genuine! 1-888-292-1120 
www.easyworkfromhome.com (AAN CAN)
HOTEL SECURITY JOBS - Up to $18/ hr. Six 
day training and FREE job placement assis-
tance. Many positions available.  
CSI Security -- North, (415) 391-3596, 
www.csisecurity.org, Financial aid available
Paid In Advanced! MAKE up to $1000 A 
WEEK mailing brochures from home! Help-
ing Home Workers since 2001! Genuine 
Opportunity! No Experience required. Start 
Immediately!  www.thehomemailer.com 
(AAN CAN)
Down or Credit check • Certifi ed Mentors 
Ready and Available • Paid (While Training 
With Mentor) • Regional and Dedicated 
Opportunities • Great Career Path • Excellent 
Benefi ts Package. Please Call: (520) 226-
4362 (Cal-SCAN)
Driver: One Cent Raise after 6 and 12 
months. $0.03 Enhanced Quarterly Bonus. 
Daily or Weekly Pay, Hometime Options. CDL-
A, 3 months OTR exp. 800-414-9569 www.
driveknight.com (Cal-SCAN)

AIRLINE CAREERS begin here – Get FAA 
approved Aviation Maintenance Technician 
training. Financial Assistance  available.  Job 
placement assistance. CALL Aviation Institute 
of Maintenance 888-242-3382 (Cal-SCAN)
AIRLINES ARE HIRING - Train for hands on 
Aviation Maintenance Career. FAA approved 
program. Financial aid if qualifi ed - Housing 
available CALL Aviation Institute of Mainte-
nance 877-804-5293  (Cal-SCAN)
ATTEND COLLEGE ONLINE 100%.  *Medical, 
*Business, *Criminal Justice, *Hospitality, 
*Web.  Job placement  assistance.  Computer  
and Financial Aid if qualifi ed.  SCHEV autho-
rized. Call 888-210-5162 www.CenturaOnline.
com  (Cal-SCAN)

Discover the “Success and Moneymaking 
Secrets” THEY don’t want you to know 
about. To get your FREE “Success and Mon-
ey Making Secrets” CD, please call 1-800-
790-5752 (AAN CAN)

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
FILED NO. A-0350829-00. The following is 
doing business as SF SCRAP METALS. The 
business is conducted by an individual. 
Registrant commenced business under the 
above-listed fi ctitious business name on: 
05/03/13. This statement was signed by 
Patsy D. Curtis in CA.This statement was 
fi led by Maribel Jaldon, Deputy County 
Clerk, on May 3, 2013. L#00077; Publica-
tion: SF Bay Guardian. Dates:  May 8, 15, 
22, 29, 2013.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
FILED NO. A-0350410-00. The following is 
doing business as Emperor Norton’s 
Boozeland. The business is conducted by a 
limited liability company. Registrant com-
menced business under the above-listed 
fi ctitious business name on: 04/14/13. 
This statement was signed by Liam Martin 
in CA. This statement was fi led by Jennifer 
Wong, Deputy County Clerk, on Apr. 15, 
2013. L#00076; Publication: SF Bay Guar-
dian. Dates:  May 8, 15, 22, 29, 2013.
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
FILED NO. A-0350660-00. The following is 
doing business as DR. TACTICOOL. The 
business is conducted by a limited liability 
company. Registrant commenced business 
under the above-listed fi ctitious business 
name on: 04/04/13. This statement was 
signed by Brandon K. Nguyen in CA.This 
statement was fi led by Melissa Ortiz, Depu-
ty County Clerk, on Apr. 25, 2013. 
L#00074; Publication: SF Bay Guardian. 
Dates:  May 8, 15, 22, 29, 2013.
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
FILED NO. A-0350528-00. The following is 
doing business as WEE REALMS, 50 De 
Montfort Ave, San Francisco, CA 94112. 
The business is conducted by an individual. 
Registrant commenced business under the 
above-listed fi ctitious business name on: 
N/A. This statement was signed by Joan 
Vigliotta in CA.This statement was fi led by 
Maribel Jaldon, Deputy County Clerk, on 
April 19, 2013. L#00069; Publication: SF 
Bay Guardian. Dates:  May 1, 8, 15, 22, 
2013.
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
FILED NO. A-0350426-00. The following is 
doing business as MALENO GROUP. The 
business is conducted by an individual. 
Registrant commenced business under the 
above-listed fi ctitious business name on: 
02/04/13. This statement was signed by 
Thunsakserey Chuk in CA. This statement 
was fi led by Michael Jaldon, Deputy County 
Clerk, on Apr. 15, 2013. L#00065; Publica-
tion: SF Bay Guardian. Dates:  Apr. 24 and 
May 1, 8, 15, 2013.
NOTICE OF APPLICATION TO SELL ALCO-
HOLIC BEVERAGES. Date of Filing Applica-
tion: April 30, 2013. To Whom It May Con-
cern: The name of the applicant is: 
RAMEN UNDERGROUND LLC. The applicant 
listed above is applying to The Department 
of Alcoholic Beverage Control to sell alco-
holic beverages at: 22 PEACE PLZ #530, 
SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94115. Type of Li-
censes Applied for: 41 - ON-SALE BEER 
AND WINE - EATING PLACE, L#00080; Pub-
lication Date: May 15, 2013.
NOTICE OF APPLICATION TO SELL ALCO-
HOLIC BEVERAGES. Date of Filing Applica-
tion: April 26, 2013. To Whom It May Con-
cern: The name of the applicant is: 140 NM 
LLC. The applicant listed above is applying 
to The Department of Alcoholic Beverage 
Control to sell alcoholic beverages at: 140 
NEW MONTGOMERY ST., SAN FRANCISCO, 
CA 94105. Type of Licenses Applied for: 47 
- ON-SALE GENERAL EATING PLACE, 
L#00079; Publication Date: May 15, 22, 
29, 2013.
NOTICE OF APPLICATION TO SELL ALCO-
HOLIC BEVERAGES. Date of Filing Applica-
tion: May 3, 2013. To Whom It May Con-
cern: The name of the applicant is: 
CLOONEY (SAN FRANCISCO) LIMITED. The 
applicant listed above is applying to The 
Department of Alcoholic Beverage Control 
to sell alcoholic beverages at: PIER 29, THE 
EMBARCADERO, SAN FRANCISCO, CA 
94104. Type of Licenses Applied for: 47 - 
ON-SALE GENERAL EATING - PLACE, 
L#00078; Publication Date: May 8, 15, 22, 
29, 2013.
ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE FOR CHANGE OF 
NAME. CASE NUMBER: CNC-13-549424. 
SUPERIOR COURT, 400 McAllister St. San 
Francisco, CA 94102. PETITION OF Melanie 
Dunbar for change of name. TO ALL INTER-
ESTED PERSONS: Petitioner Melanie Dun-
bar fi led a petition with this court for a de-
cree changing names as follows: Present 
Name: Richard Donovan Ford. Proposed 
Name: Donovan Richard Dunbar-Mack. THE 
COURT ORDERS that all persons interested 
in this matter shall appear before this court 
at the hearing indicated below to show 
cause, if any, why the petition for change of 
name should not be granted. NOTICE OF 
HEARING Date: 06/13/2013. Time: 9:00 
AM, Room 514. Signed by Donald Sullivan, 
Presiding Judge of Superior Court on April 
12, 2013. L#00075, Publication dates: 
May 8, 15, 22, 29, 2013.

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE FOR CHANGE OF 
NAME CASE NUMBER: CNC-13-549444. SU-
PERIOR COURT, 400 McAllister St. San 
Francisco, CA 94102. PETITION OF Michael 
Sean Burg for change of name. TO ALL IN-
TERESTED PERSONS: Petitioner Michael 
Sean Burg fi led a petition with this court for 
a decree changing names as follows: 
Present Name: Michael Sean Burg. Pro-
posed Name: Michael Sean Anderburg. THE 
COURT ORDERS that all persons interested 
in this matter shall appear before this court 
at the hearing indicated below to show 
cause, if any, why the petition for change of 
name should not be granted. NOTICE OF 
HEARING Date: 06/25/2013. Time: 9:00 
AM, Room 514. Signed by Donald Sullivan, 
Presiding Judge of Superior Court on April 
19, 2013. L#00071, Publication dates: 
May 1, 8, 15, 22, 2013.
ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE FOR CHANGE OF 
NAME CASE NUMBER: CNC-13-549445. SU-
PERIOR COURT, 400 McAllister St. San 
Francisco, CA 94102. PETITION OF Nicole 
Mary Anderson for change of name. TO ALL 
INTERESTED PERSONS: Petitioner Nicole 
Mary Anderson fi led a petition with this 
court for a decree changing names as fol-
lows: Present Name: Nicole Mary Anderson. 
Proposed Name: Nicole Mary Anderburg. 
THE COURT ORDERS that all persons inter-
ested in this matter shall appear before 
this court at the hearing indicated below to 
show cause, if any, why the petition for 
change of name should not be granted. NO-
TICE OF HEARING Date: 06/25/2013. 
Time: 9:00 AM, Room 514. Signed by Don-
ald Sullivan, Presiding Judge of Superior 
Court on April 19, 2013. L#00072, Publica-
tion dates: May 1, 8, 15, 22, 2013.
ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE FOR CHANGE OF 
NAME CASE NUMBER: CNC-13-549458. SU-
PERIOR COURT, 400 McAllister St. San 
Francisco, CA 94102. PETITION OF Jeovana 
M. Lara for change of name. TO ALL INTER-
ESTED PERSONS: Petitioner Jeovana M. 
Lara fi led a petition with this court for a de-
cree changing names as follows: Present 
Name: Jeovana M Lara. Proposed Name: 
Giovanni Matteo Lara. THE COURT ORDERS 
that all persons interested in this matter 
shall appear before this court at the hear-
ing indicated below to show cause, if any, 
why the petition for change of name should 
not be granted. NOTICE OF HEARING Date: 
06/27/2013. Time: 9:00 AM, Room 514. 
Signed by Donald Sullivan, Presiding Judge 
of Superior Court on April 26, 2013. 
L#00073, Publication dates: May 1, 8, 15, 
22, 2013.
STATEMENT OF ABANDONMENT OF USE OF 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME. The registrant 
listed below has abandoned the use of the 
fi ctitious business name: 
Robert’s Expresso, 1708 Irving St., San 
Francisco, CA 94122. The fi ctitious busi-
ness name was fi led in the County of San 
Francisco under File# 0340554 on: 
01/17/12. NAME AND ADDRESS OF REG-
ISTRANTS (as shown on previous state-
ment): Robert Z. Ayanian, 4674 a8th St, 
San Francisco, CA 94114. This business 
was conducted by an individual. Signed 
Robert Z. Ayanian. Dated: April 1, 2013 by 
Elsa Campos, Deputy County Clerk. 
L#00067; Publication Dates: Apr. 24 and 
May 1, 8, 15, 2013.
SUMMONS (FAMILY LAW) CASE NUMBER 
FTP-13-376561. NOTICE TO RESPONDENT: 
BRYAN DENNIS EVANS. YOU ARE BEING 
SUED. THE PETITIONER’S NAME IS: Tabitha 
Jeanine Freidt. You have 30 CALENDAR  
DAYS after this Summons and Petition are 
served on you to fi le a Response (form 
FL-120 or FL-123) at the court and have a 
copy served on the petitioner. A letter or 
phone call will not protect you. If you do not 
fi le your Response on time, the court may 
make orders affecting your marriage or do-
mestic partnership, your property, and cus-
tody of your children. You may be ordered 
to pay support and attorney fees and costs. 
If you cannot pay the fi ling fee, ask the 
clerk for a fee waiver form. If you want le-
gal advice, contact a lawyer immediately. 
You can get information about fi nding law-
yers at the California Courts Online Self-
Help Center (www.courtinfo.ca.gov/self-
help), at the California Legal Services Web 
site (www.lawhelpcalifornia.org), or by con-
tacting your local county bar association. 
NOTICE: The restraining orders on page two 
are effective against both spouses or do-
mestic partners until the petition is dis-
missed, a judgment is entered, or the court 
makes further orders. These orders are en-
forceable anywhere in California by any law 
enforcement offi cer who has received or 
seen a copy of them. The name and ad-
dress of the court is: SAN FRANCISCO SU-

PERIOR COURT, 400 McAllister Street, San 
Francisco, CA 94102. The address, and 
telephone number of petitioner’s attorney, 
or petitioner without an attorney, is Joel K. 
Straus, Esq., 600 El Camino Real, Suite 
102, San Bruno CA 94066, 650.871.1323 
This summons was fi led by Timmy Kyu, 
Deputy Clerk on January 14, 2013.Notice 
To The Person Served: You are served as 
an individual. NOTICE OF HEARING  Date: 
6/10/13.  Time:  9:00 AM, Room 404.
Publication dates: April 24 and May 1, 8, 
15, 2013; L#000066.
APPLICATION FOR CHANGE IN OWNERSHIP 
OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE LICENSE. Date of 
Filing Application: May 10, 2013. To Whom It 
May Concern: The name of the applicant is: 
FLORES TORRES LLC. The applicant listed 
above is applying to The Department of Alco-
holic Beverage Control to sell alcoholic bever-
ages at: 2032 POLK ST, SAN FRANCISCO, 
CA 94109. Type of Licenses Applied for: 41 
- ON-SALE BEER AND WINE - EATING PLACE, 
L#00081; Publication Date: May 15, 2013.

HAULING
CHEAP HAUL Clean Up, Garage, Yard, Dem, 
Light Move. Lic# 29572 (650) 583-6700

ALL AREAS - ROOMMATES.COM. 
Browse hundreds of online listings with 
photos and maps. Find your roommate with 
a click of the mouse! Visit: http://www.Room-
mates.com.  (AAN CAN)

IT TAKES MONEY !!! Good or Bad Credit
Any Type of Loan. Call Mr. Johnson
415-882-4492 or visit:
http://johnsonandassociate.com

DID YOU KNOW that Ten Million adults 
tweeted in the past month, while 164 million 
read a newspaper in print or online in the 
past week?  ADVERTISE in 240 California 
newspapers for one low cost. Your 25 word 
classifi ed ad will reach over 6 million+ 
Californians. For brochure call Elizabeth 
(916)288-6019. (Cal-SCAN)
Many a small thing has been made large by 
the right kind of advertising – Mark Twain. 
ADVERTISE your BUSINESS CARD sized ad 
in 140 California newspapers for one low 
cost. Reach over 3 million+ Californians. Free 
brochure elizabeth@cnpa.com (916)288-
6019. (Cal-SCAN)
The business that considers itself immune to 
advertising, fi nds itself immune to business. 
REACH CALIFORNIANS WITH A CLASSIFIED 
IN ALMOST EVERY COUNTY! Over 270 news-
papers! Combo-California Daily and Weekly 
Networks.  Free Brochures. elizabeth@cnpa.
com or (916)288-6019. (Cal-SCAN)
Ever Consider a Reverse Mortgage? At least 
62 years old? Stay in your home & increase 
cash fl ow! Safe & Effective! Call Now for 
your FREE DVD! Call Now 888-698-3165. 
(Cal-SCAN)
SAVE $$$ on AUTO INSURANCE from the 
major names you know and trust. No forms. 
No hassle. No obligation. Call READY FOR 
MY QUOTE now! CALL 1-888-706-8325. 
(Cal-SCAN)
Protect your IRA and 401(k) from infl ation 
by owning physical gold or silver! Tax-free, 
hassle-free rollovers.  FREE “Gold Guide” 
AMERICAN BULLION, 800-527-5679 (Cal-
SCAN)
GET FREE OF CREDIT CARD DEBT NOW! Cut 
payments by up to half. Stop creditors from 
calling. 888-416-2691. (Cal-SCAN)

25 Year Old Single Woman
Looking for 25+ Year Old Single Man
415-368-3875
Looking for Local Asian Women?
Please Call 415-368-3192 for an Appoint-
ment 4200 California St, (at 4th Ave) #200 
in San Francisco
MASSAGE: I like to have fun, relax, and en-
joy myself.  Maybe you would too?  
Available days & evenings. Incall/Outcall 
415-435-7526
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CLASSIFIEDS TO PLACE AN AD CALL 415-487-4600 
OR EMAIL US AT ADMANAGERS@SFBG.COM
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Open 7 Days a Week
10am - midnight

Visa/MasterCard/
Discover accepted

Many Beautiful Asian 
Girls to Choose From

EMPIRE
HEALTH

CLUB

428 O’Farrell St. @ Taylor
(near Hilton Hotel San Francisco)

Now Hiring Masseuses
With PermitsNow hiring masseuses 

with permits

VILLA AROMA
Grand Opening

You are Welcomed into the
Best Relaxation Environment 

801 Geary (at Hyde)
415-346-8884

All Cards

*Beautiful Staff

DOUBLE
DRAGON
MASSAGE

Beautiful Asian Girls

New MaNageMeNt

415-781-7777
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  $10
Special!

Attractive 
Asian Masseuses 
HOT TUBS
Come for the 
best relaxation 
in SF!

931 KEARNY • 415-399-9902

Chat with Local Men - Local Men are waiting 
for you! Call Livelinks now. 800-291-3969. 
Women talk free! (Cal-SCAN)
MEET SINGLES RIGHT NOW! No paid 
operators, just real people like you. Browse 
greetings, exchange messages and connect 
live. Try it free. Call now 1-800-945-3392.  
(Cal-SCAN)

43 Year Old Chinese Woman
Looking for 43 year old+ man for long term 
relationship or possible marriage
Please call 415-933-4918

LICENSED HEALTHCARE
MASSAGE
2438 Taraval St
415-933-0189

DATING SERVICE
Asian American Connection
Looking for long term dating or possible 
marriage.
Call 415-368-3192 for an Appt
4200 California St (at 4th Ave)
#200 in SF

GRAND OPENING
UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT

262 Church St • 415-926-5933 • 10am-10pm

SPRING SPA

$50 FOR 60 MIN

$35 FOR 30 MIN
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J & M HEALTH SPA

GRAND OPENING

Deep Tissue 
& Swedish Massage

2655 Judah Street 
415-655-1367

$45/HR
FULL BODY MASSAGE

$30/HR
BODY & FOOT MASSAGE

OPEN DAILY 10-10

EASY PARKING

GOT FANTASY?
Your  Playhouse!

510-234-7887
www.fantasymakers.com

**NO SEX**

Harmony 
Spa

GRAND OPENING
Foot Massage: $19.99/hr
Full Body Massage
FREE Sauna
Table Shower Available

415-759-8577
2450 Taraval St (SF)
(FREE PARKING)
*Bring Ad in for $5 Discount

NEW YOUNG
MASSEUSES

60 MINUTE MASSAGE: $45

245 Clement St. 2nd Floor 
Richmond District 
415-876-2328

256 Sutter St. 7th Floor 
Union Square 

415-398-2328

BEST MASSAGE

BLACK VELVETT
Hello gentlemen, my name is

415-505-3171

GET ON TO GET OFF.GET OFFGET OFFGET OFF.
18+

...& try GuySpy.com

TRY FOR FREE!

415-402-1009

GET ON TGET ON TGET ON T
18+

INTERRACIAL-KINK
A Swinger Party
Weekly Play parties from 9:00 p.m. until...

Deliciously Sexy 
Couples and 
select Singles 
are welcome to 
attend. 

(510)388-5108
Couple Call Together

TABU BI-ORGY 
NIGHT 4/5
HOT ORGY NIGHT 
SAT 4/6!!!

A Swinger Party
Ocean Acupressure

Deep Tissue,
Acupressure &

Massage Therapy

GRAND
OPENING

$40 massage
with this ad!

415-239-8928
1959 Ocean Ave. - SF
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*

Must bring ad • 1 per patient
*Renewals only

san jose
115 N. 4th St., Suite 106 

Mon – Sat: 11am – 7pm • Sun: 12-5pm 
Open 7 Days a Week • 408-998-0980

SJ420.com

oakland
2633 Telegraph Ave. #109 

Mon – Sat: 10am – 6pm • Sun: 12-5pm 
Open 7 Days a Week • 510-832-5000

OaklandMarijuanaCenter.com

We Will Match anY
local Competitor’s Price.

affordable medical marijuana cards we’ve got the bay area covered!

Grand

Opening!

vallejo
432 Tennesse St. 

Mon – Sat: 10am – 6pm 
707-644-1667

Vallejo420md.com

We Will Match ANY 

We emphasize this because it actually makes a difference. While we always want you to choose American 
Apparel because you love the product, we also want you to feel good about where it’s from.

Thousands of industrial workers making our clothing at our state-of-the-art factory in downtown Los Angeles 
earn an average of $12/hour, plus medical and other comprehensive benefits for themselves and their families. 
Many highly skilled sewers earn upwards of $30,000 per year, which is in sharp contrast to
the 20¢/hour wages commonly found at factories in Bangladesh. Our manufacturing employees work alongside 
our designers, IT, retail, finance and administrative employees, all under one roof where they are able to 
collaborate together to sculpt a sustainable business model that doesn’t rely on exploitation. It is critical for us 
to know the faces of our workers, many of whom have been with our company since we began manufacturing 
in Los Angeles over fifteen years ago.

Making clothing responsibly in America requires risk taking and long-term investment—we think it’s well 
worth it. The apparel industry’s relentless and blind pursuit of the lowest possible wages cannot be sustained 
over time, ethically or fiscally. As labor and transportation costs increase worldwide, exploitation will not only 
be morally offensive and dated, it will not even be financially viable. On behalf of the employees of American 
Apparel and myself, I would like to thank you for your support as we continue to demonstrate that ethical 
manufacturing is possible.

Made in Los Angeles.
Garment making. 
That’s what we do. 
Sweatshop–Free. 
That’s American Apparel. 

To learn more about our company,
to shop online, and to find all store 
locations, visit our web site.
americanapparel.net

Dov Charney, CEO 

American Apparel is Sweatshop-Free.

Renewals

from ANY Doctor

www.PriceLessEvaluations.com

WE MATCH
ANY PRICE
WITH PROOF

PriceLess Evaluations
Licensed Medical Doctors are Providing

New Patients

• High Quality Photo ID Cards and   
   Pocket Recs Available
• 100% Private & Confi dential
• 24/7 LIVE & Online Verifi cation
• No Self Incrimination
• Walk-Ins Welcome

Call for Appointment

San Francisco
415.796.2254
Mon - Sat 11AM - 7PM

3490 20th St. 3rd Floor
San Francisco, CA 94110

for the safe return of box of 
45 rpm records. Left in the 
back of a SF taxi cab late

Sat April 27th night.
Small brown box full of 45 
rpm vinyl records in green 
sleeves. Box was in a small 
blue athletic shoulder bag.

Respond to
lostrecordssf@gmail.com

COMPASSIONATE HEALTH OPTIONS
Medical Marijuana Evaluations Since 2004

(415) 255-1200
www.GREEN215.com

Oakland
1322 Webster Street (@ 13th St)

San Francisco
1200 Howard Street (@8th St)

1322 Webster Street (@ 13th St)

QUALITY ID CARDS

1322 Webster Street (@ 13th St)

1200 Howard Street (@8th St)
• Led by DR. HANYA BARTH
• EXPERIENCED Physicians
• Safe and Easy 24/7 VERIFICATION
• Totally CONFIDENTIAL
• MATCH Any Local Price

Any offers not to be combined or used with other discounts.

GET LEGAL!

Now Open
7 days/Week

Green Relief 
Renewals $10 OFF

BANKRUPTCY ATTORNEY
CALL DEAN L. WOERNER 415-550-8799 
WWW.SANFRANBK.COM

HAIR MODELS NEEDED!
Cutting and Color at DiPietro Todd Salon. 
Call (415) 693-5549. www.dipietrotodd.com.

VIAGRA, CIALIS & MORE
Viagra 100mg 10 for $40 (only $4. ea.)

Cialis 20mg 10 for $50 (only $5. ea.)

WWW.THEMANSMEDS.COM

FREE 2-3DAY SHIPPING W/TRACKING

415-682-6838 100% Satisfaction Rating!
No prescription required.

Everything Must Go!!!  
Last Month! Up to  
90% Off! Adobe Books  3166 16th St/  
Guerrero, 12-8

Advertise 
Here!

Call 415.255.3100
for info and rates.

http://www.americanapparel.net
http://www.pricelessevaluations.com
http://www.green215.com
http://www.oaklandmarijuanacenter.com
http://www.mybpg.com
http://www.twitter.com/sfbg
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